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Weekly on Tuesdays in Lexington County Veterans Group  
November  Meeting from 10am to 12 noon  
  See page 17 for more information  
 

Sunday, November 1st Lexington County Veterans       
  Parade - 3pm 
 

Tuesday, November 3rd Election Day 
 

Tuesday, November 10th County Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 11th Veterans Day 
  County Offices Closed 
 

Thursday, November 26th Thanksgiving Day 
  County Offices Closed 
 

Friday, November 27th Day After Thanksgiving 
  County Offices Closed 
 

Weekly on Tuesdays in Lexington County Veterans Group  
December  Meeting from 10am to 12 noon  
  See page 17 for more information  
 

Monday, December 7th  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
 

Tuesday, December 8th County Council Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 10th Hanukkah begins at sundown 
 

Monday, December 21st Winter begins 
 

Thursday, December 24th Christmas Eve Day 
  County Offices Closed 
 

Friday, December 25th  Christmas Day 
  County Offices Closed 
 

Saturday, December 26th Kwanzaa begins 
 

Monday, December 28th Christmas Holiday 
  County Offices Closed 
 

Thursday, December 31st New Yearôs Eve 
 

Friday, January 1st, 2021 New Yearôs Day 
  County Offices Closed 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

At a Glance Calendar 
November/December 

PurpleðHolidays/Special Days 
BlueðOutreach dates 
RedðCounty Offices Closed,  
and  Special  Notices 
BlackðDirectorôs appearances  
in the County 

BrownðCounty Council Meetings 
PinkðSpecial Events throughout 
the  County 
OrangeðDirector Out of Office 
GreenðLexington County Veterans 
Group Meetings 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
As we approach Veterans Day activities both in 
our County and the Midlands, we are mindful of 
the service of all Veterans. We are grateful for 
their sacrifice and that of their family and we are 
honored to serve them every day. The Columbia 
Veteranôs Day parade has been canceled due to 
COVID 19 and although this is sad, it is         
necessary to keep everyone safe. 
 
Our Lexington County Veterans Parade is still 
planned and will be at 3pm on Sunday,           
November 1st and we would love for you to   
attend to honor our Veterans. Last year was a 
great parade with great weather. The parade 
marches down Main Street, Lexington and ends 
at the County Administration building and     
Veterans Monument on South Lake Drive and is 
always a highlight of the year. Usually, a         
patriotic ceremony is held at the Veteranôs       
monument immediately after the parade and the 
public is invited.  
 
This large issue is chock full of discounts, free 
meals, free or reduced entertainment and free or 
reduced hotel stays for Veterans to honor the 
Veterans Day holiday. Please share this           
information with Veterans or those still serving 
on active duty that you may know.  
 
Enjoying the journey, 

 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢȢȢ 

CALENDAR KEY 
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What is Individual Unemployability? 
Individual Unemployability is a part of the VAôs disability compensation program that 
allows the VA to pay certain Veterans compensation at the 100% rate, even though the 
VA has not rated their service-connected disabilities at the 100% level. 
 

What is the Eligibility Criteria for Individual Unemployability? 
A Veteran must be unable to maintain substantially gainful employment as a result of 
his/her service-connected disabilities.  Additionally, a Veteran must have: 
 * one service-connected disability ratable at 60 percent or more, OR 
 * two or more service-connected disabilities with a combined rating of 70 percent or more, 
with at least one disability ratable at 40 percent or more.   
 

How do I Apply? 
Submit VA Form 21-8940, Veteranôs Application for Increased Compensation Based on Unemployability 
to our office or your nearest VA regional office.  You can also call our office to schedule an appointment 
with us.   

 

Can I work? 
Veterans who are in receipt of Individual Unemployability benefits may work as long 
as it is not considered substantially gainful employment.  The employment must be 
considered marginal employment.  
 

 * Substantially gainful employment is defined as employment at 
 which non-disabled individuals earn their livelihood with earnings  
 comparable to the particular occupation in the community where the 
 Veterans reside.  
 * Marginal employment is generally deemed to exist when a         
 Veteranôs earned income does not exceed the amount established by  
  the U.S. Census Bureau as the poverty level for the Veteran only.   

 

What is the poverty level? 
Per the U.S. Census Bureau the poverty levels depends upon the Veteranôs age.  If a Veteran is up to 
age 65, the poverty level is $11,702 per year.  If the Veteran is over age 65, the poverty level is $10,788. 
 

What if I donõt meet the percentage Criteria? 
Special consideration will be given for Veterans when the following criteria is met: 
 * The Veteran is considered unemployable due to a service-connected     
 disability(ies) but fails to meet the minimum percentage standards, OR 
 * There is evidence of exceptional or unusual circumstances to        
 impairment of earning capacity due to disabilities (for example,              
 interference with employment or frequent periods of hospitalization) 
 

Note:  Veterans may have to complete an employment questionnaire once a year in order for the VA to 
determine continued eligibility to Individual Unemployability benefits. 

 

Individual Unemployability Benefits 
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County Council  

Needs You! 
  

Veterans are still needed to lead 

the Pledge of Allegiance at  

County Council meetings on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 

month.  
 

County Council meetings start 

at 4:30pm, so please be present 

around 4:15pm.  
 

Contact the office at 803-785-8400,  
if you are interested.  

 

 

The office would like to thank Mike     

Gordon, Howard Smith & Nathan 

Prouse.  These individuals volunteered 

their time to say the Pledge of Allegiance 

during the months of September & Octo-

ber.  

THANKS 

VA expands access to virtual hearings 
Virtual hearings provide Veterans a new option to have their appeal heard 

 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Board of Veteransô Appeals (Board) has announced it 
is expanding access to virtual hearings to all Veterans awaiting their Board hearing after              
successfully testing the capabilities during the last year.  
 
Virtual hearings are a secure, confidential and convenient option for Veterans and their                   
representative to have their Board hearing held from a location of their choosing.  
 
The Board moved quickly to put this option into place in response to COVID-19 and the temporary 
suspension of in-person hearings. For Veterans who opted to have a hearing, choosing the virtual 
hearing will allow the Board to decide a Veteranôs appeal more quickly.  
 
Virtual hearings became a permanent option for Veterans, April 10, when President Trump signed 

the VA Tele-Hearing Modernization Act into lawΦ To date, the Board has successfully held more than 
640 virtual hearings and has the capacity to hold 250 per week. There are many openings on the 
virtual hearing docket for Veterans and their representatives considering this option.  
 
ñProviding Veterans the option to participate in their Board hearings from a location of their choosing 
is yet another way VA and the Board are continuing to modernize,ò said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. 
ñThis option helps VA ensure Veterans continue to receive important benefits and services,          
especially in these difficult times.ò  
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Did you know that the following events occurred during the months of November & December? 

November 1, 1950 - President Truman was the target of an unsuccessful assassination 
attempt. 
  
November 6, 1854 - American conductor John Philip Sousa was born in Washington, D.C. 
  
November 8, 1895 - X-rays (electromagnetic rays) were discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen 
at the University of Wuerzburg in Germany. 
 
November 10, 1775 - The U.S. Marine Corps was established as part of the U.S. Navy. 
  
November 12, 1929 - Grace Kelly was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
  
November 13, 1927 - The Holland Tunnel was opened to traffic. The tunnel runs under the 
Hudson River between New York City and Jersey City and was the first underwater tunnel 
built in the U.S.  
  
November 17, 1800 - Congress met for the first time in the new capital at Washington, D.C. 
  
November 20, 1889 - American astronomer Edwin Hubble was born in Marshfield, Missouri.  
 
November 24, 1874 - Joseph Glidden patented his invention of barbed wire. 
  
November 26, 1832 - The first female surgeon in the US Army, Mary Edwards Walker was 
born in Oswego, New York. 
  
November 30, 1835 - American author, Samuel Clemens was born in Florida, Missouri. He 
wrote books under the pen name Mark Twain. 
  
December 5, 1933 - The 18th Amendment (Prohibition Amendment) to the U.S. Constitution 
was repealed.  
 
December 7, 1941 ï The US Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii was bombed. This started 
the US involvement in WWII.  
 
December 8, 1980 - Former Beatle musician, John Lennon was assassinated. 
  
December 16, 1944 - During World War II in Europe, the Battle of the Bulge began. 
  
December 17, 1903 - Orville and Wilbur Wright achieved the first powered, controlled    
airplane flights. 
 
December 24, 1993 - The KGB (Soviet Secret Police) organization was abolished by     
Russian President Boris Yeltsin.  
  
December 26, 2004 - A magnitude 9.3 earthquake on the seafloor of the Indian Ocean set 
off a series of giant tsunami waves that smashed into the shorelines of a dozen countries       
including Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, India and Somalia.  
 
December 29, 1890 - Members of the U.S. 7th Cavalry massacred more than 200 Sioux 
men, women and children at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. 
  

December 30, 1803 - The Stars and Stripes flag was raised over New Orleans as the Unit-

ed States took formal possession of the territory of Louisiana, an area of 885,000 square 

miles, nearly doubling the size of the U.S. 

 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/dec5-amendments.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/defeat/battle-bulge.htm

