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At-a-Glance Calendar/From the Director
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LEXINGTON, S.C. 29072
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FAX: (803) 785 -0115
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Weekly on Tuesdays in ~ Lexington County Veterans g
January Meeting @ 12 noon

Friday, January 1st New Year 6s Da
County Offices Closed

Thursday, January 7th Gaston Outreach

Friday, January 8th Batesburg/Leesville Outreac
Saturday, January 9th Dangt Dolls Workshop in Ca
Tuesday, January 12th County Council Meeting

Monday, January 18th Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
County Offices Closed

Tuesday, January 26th County Council Meeting

Weekly on Tuesdays in  Lexington County Veterans G
February Meeting @ 12 noon

From the Director...

With the Christmas and Thanksgiving
behind us we again approach a new year.
your Lexington County team, are excited 5ery
you for another year. We do our best eac
serve and talk to as many Veterans and surfifiors
possible.
We will continue our scanning of paper filg
ffort to go paperless with all files in order ji@kee
pace with the Federal VA.
We will also undergo a major building ref@Matio
later this year that is projected to give us a ngill offi
setting in the spring of 2017. This will pradiéle u
state of the art facilities and major improve
better serve everyone. It will also require us@EMo
to the front of the building we now occ
therefore, Veterans and survivors will not
walk far to get to our office. We are extremelj@@kcit
about this and look forward to the completig
new office because it will provide us wit
resources we don't have. We will keep you p
developments occur.
We still have volunteer opportunities with ¢
@van transporting Veterans to their appoint ts .

Monday, February 2nd Groundhog Day

Thursday, February 4th ~ Gaston Outreach

Friday, February 5th Chapin Outreach

Tuesday, February 9th County Council Meeting
Wednesday, February 10thAsh Wednesday

Friday, February 12th Batesburg/Leesville Outreac
Saturday, February 13th  Dangt Dolls Workshop in Ca
Sunday, February 14th Val entinedbds D

Monday, February 15th Pr esi dent 6 s D
County Offices Closed

Tuesday, February 23rd  County Council Meeting
Thursday, February 25th  SCACVAO mid winter confer

through the Dorn VA. If you would like to voluntee th
Friday, February 26th very valuable service, please contact u8400

Purplé Holidays/Special Days Browd County Council Meetings Volunteer Veterans lead the P|edge of Alled

Blué® Outreach dates Pinld Special Events throughout . . .

Re® County Offices Closed, No Qauinty every Lexington County Council meeting an@illile a
scheduled and Special Notices Orangd Director Out of Office so proud of this opportunity to showca ou
BlackDi r ect or 6 s a p eadlexingtor €ounty Vieteramshd .
County Meetings Veterans. If you, or someone you know wo

-e, cesgee ,.1\ volunteer for either of these, please call us.

2 Q“" ——— Happy New Year!
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T~y It is an honor to serve Lexil

\

County!
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AGENT ORANGE O

Part of the United Statesd strategy in Vietnam
providing cover for the enemy. Agent Orange was the most widely used of the herbicide combinations
sprayed. Agent Orange and other herbicides used in Viethnam were tested or stored elsewhere, including
some military bases in the United States.

When & Where Agent Orange was Sprayed in Vietnam:

The U.S. military herbicide program in South Vietnam took place between 1962 and
1971. Herbicides were sprayed in all four military zones of Vietnam. More than 19
million gallons of various herbicide combinations were used. Agent Orange was the
combination the U.S. military used most often.

Heavily sprayed areas included:

RERBIC!I
-

* Inland forest near the demarcation zone 1988
* Inland forests at the junction of the borders of Cambodia, Laos, and YN
South Vietham

* Inland forests north and northwest of Saigon

* Mangrove forests on the southernmost peninsula of Vietham

* Mangrove forests along major shipping channels southeast of Saigon

Eligibility for Disability Compensation:
Veterans may be eligible for disability compensation if they have a service-connected disability and were
discharged under conditions other than dishonorable.

Presumed Exposure Based on Vietnam or Korea Service:
For the purpose of disability compensation, VA presumes that Veterans were exposed to
Agent Orange or other herbicides if they served:
* In Vietnam anytime between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975 (includes brief visits
ashore or service aboard a ship that operated on the inland waterways of Vietnam. Check
VAG6s | ist of U.S. Navy and Coast Guard s

: * In or near the Korean demilitarized zone anytime between April 1, 1968 and August 31,

: 1971. These Veterans do not need to prove that they were exposed to Agent Orange or

" 30\ B other herbicides to qualify for disability compensation for diseases related to Agent
Orange exposure (also called Apresumpti v

Exposure not Presumed:
A Veteran who believes he or she has a disease caused by herbicide exposure, but it is not a presumptive,
disease, must show an actual connection between the disease and herbicide exposure during military
service. Veterans who do not meet criteria for presumed exposure to Agent Orange may be eligible for
service-connection for related disabilities. This includes:

* Blue Water Veterans who served on ships off the shore of Vietnam that did not operate on

the inland waterways of Vietham, or who did not set foot in Vietham.

* Veterans who served on or near the perimeters of military bases in Thailand during the

Vietnam Era.

* Veterans who served where herbicides were tested and stored outside of Vietnam.

Continued on page 4




Agent Orange continued from page 3

They must show that they were exposed to Agent Orange or other herbicides during
military service to be eligible for service-connection for presumptive diseases related to
Agent Orange exposure. For diseases that are not presumptive, they must show that |*
they were exposed to herbicides and that there is an actual connection between the
disease and their herbicide exposure.

EXCEPTION: Blue Water Veterans with non-Hodgki nés | ymphoma magonndcton
without showing inland waterway service or that they set foot in Vietnam. This is because VA also
recognizes nonHodgki nés | ymphoma as related to service
during the Vietham Era.

List of Presumptive Diseases:
* Acute and Subacute Peripheral Neuropathy
A nervous system condition that causes nun
rating regulations, it must be at least 10% disabling within one year of exposure to herbicides
and resolve within two years after the date it began.
* AL Amyloidosis
A rare disease caused when an abnormal protein, amyloid, enters tissues or organs.
* Chloracne (or Similar Acneform Disease)
A skin condition that occurs soon after exposure to chemicals and looks like common forms of

acne seen in teenagers. Under VAOs rating
similar to chloracne) must be at least 10% disabling within one year of exposure to
herbicides.

* Chronic B-cell Leukemia's
A type of cancer which affects white blood cells.
* Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2)

bne:

regd

A disease characterized by high blood sud@ar

respond properly to the hormone insulin.

* Hodgkindés Disease

A malignant lymphoma (cancer) characterized by progressive enlargement of the lymph
nodes, liver, and spleen and by progressive anemia.

* [schemic Heart Disease

A disease characterized by reduced supply of blood to the heart, that leads to chest pain.

* Multiple Myeloma

A cancer of plasma cells, a type of white blood cell in bone marrow.

*Non-Hodgki nés Lymphoma

A group of cancers that affect the lymph glands and other lymphatic tissue.

* Parkinsonébés Disease

A progressive disorder of the nervous system that affects muscle movement.

* Porphyria Cutanea Tarda

A disorder characterized by liver dysfunction and by thinning and blistering of the skin in

sunrexposed areas. Under VAOGs rating regul atio

one year of exposure to herbicides.

* Prostate Cancer

Cancer of the prostate; one of the most common cancers among men.

* Respiratory Cancers

Cancers of the lung, larynx, trachea, and bronchus.

* Soft Tissue Sarcoma

A group of different types of cancers in body tissues such as muscle, fat, blood, and lymph
vessel s, and connective tissues. Does not
sarcoma, or Mesothelioma). Continued on page 5



http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/12/us/agent-oranges-long-legacy-for-vietnam-and-veterans.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=5g7yU9zfOJXJsQSp7oDADQ&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNFE-p2aosUf0UhV9sarOuhiQLVfJQ

Agent Orange continued from page 4
Agent Orange Registry Health Exam for Veterans:
VAG6s Agent Orange Registry Health -t&x Vet el
health problems that may be related to Agent Orange exposure during their
military service. The registry data helps the VA understand and respond to these
health problems more effectively. This comprehensive health exam includes an
exposure and medical history, laboratory tests, and a physical exam. A VA health
professional will discuss the results faceto-face with the Veteran and in a
follow-up letter.
Important points about registry health exams:
* Free to eligible Veterans and no co-payment.
* Not a disability compensation exam or required for other VA benefits.
* Enroll ment in VAO6s health care system noft n:«
* Based on Veteransod recollection of servifce,
* Will not confirm exposure to Agent Orange.
* Veterans can receive additional registry exams, if new problems develop.
To contact the VA about Agent Orange Registry Health Exams:
By Telephone
* Call your local VA Environmental Health Coordinator at Dorn VAMC: 803776-4000 ext.
4710 or 6179
* TDD (for hearing impaired): 1 -800-829-4833
In Person
* Go to your nearest VA health care facility and speak to the VA Environmental Health
Coordinator: Dorn VAMC, 6439 Garnerds Ferjry |
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Jandary is National Blood Donor Month!
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Do blood

February is
American Heart
Month!

American Heart Month
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IMPORTANT DAV VAN &
INFORMATION
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and 1pm. Currently, we have very few van drivers and
are running the van on a limited schedule.

If you need to schedule a ride on the DAV van, please
call the office for dates and space availability.

WE ARE LOOKING
FOR VOLUNTEER
VAN DRIVERS!!I

| We presently only have three drivers
and are desperate for new drivers.
If you are 18 or older or know someone who may be interested in
volunteering to drive the DAV van at least one day a month,
please contact the office at 803 -785 -8400.

The Van is running the following dates in January and Februa

¢
P%T THIS
0 lql‘jﬁ :ll;:_ "-f'._.,,l| 'II‘,_ f"-i\
ENDAR

Thursday, January 7th Thursday, February 4th
Wednesday, January 13th Monday, February 8th
Monday, January 25th Wednesday, February 10t
Wednesday, January 27th Monday, February 22nd
Wednesday, February 24

Please call the office for space availability on these dates.


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMPZ3-b9zsgCFcG-gAodkmIF-A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdwallpapersos.com%2Fmark-calendar-clip-art-free.html&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGyBlDi-pqKVkmk64_oE7L
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL-Xzo7_zsgCFQ_xgAodfe0MCw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicalmasquers.org%2Fvolunteer%2F&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHxR2wuKkVOjx8RrrHWDsPbZLSfqA&ust=14453598013

The History of Fort Sumter

ort Sumter was first built in the wake of the War of 1812, which had highlig}:
Statesd6 | ack of strong <coast al def ame
Carolina native Thomas Sumter, Fort Sumter was one of nearly 50 forts built e -
socalled Third System, a coastal defense program implemented by Congress in-i8det], Tive thrdee ¢| f ¢
coastal placement was designed to allow it to control access to the vital Charleston Harbor. While jthe isle

TR Despite Charl estondés position ab a

guarded the harbor. Commanded by Major Robert Anderson, the com
|

Construction of Fort Sumter was still underway when South Carolina seceded from the Union on Dedember

were stationed at Fort Moultrie, a dilapidated fortification facing tlge coa
E Recognizing that Fort Moultrie was vulnerable to a land assault, Andergon ele

- |Carolina militia forces would ze
| Sumter as the lone federal outpost in Charleston. A standoff ensued uftil Jan
1861, when a ship called the Star of the West arrived in Charleston withjlover 2
troops and supplies intended for Fort Sumter. South Carolina militia batteries fired upon the vpssel &
Charleston Harbor, forcing it to turn back to sea. Major Anderson refused repeated calls to abandonFort S
March 1861 there were over 3,000 militia troops besieging his garrison. On April 11th, militia lomma
Beauregard demanded that Anderson surrender the fort, but Anderson again refused. In response |Beaure
fire on Fort Sumter shortly after 4:30 a.m. on April 12, 1861. U.S. Captain Abner Doubleday ordefed the
defense of the fort a few hours | ater. Beaurpga
eventually firing an estimated 3,000 shots at the fort in 34 hours. By Saturday, April 13th, cannon fir¢{ had b
t he f o rfootthelshbsidk svalld, cawsimg fires inside the post. With his stores of ammunition degleted,
was forced to surrender the fort shortly after 2 p.m. in the afternoon. The bombardment of Fort Sumt@r woul,
part in triggering the Civil War. In the days following the assault, Lincoln issued a call for Union vol nteers
rebellion, while more Southern states including Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee cast |their |
Confederacy.

ol I owi ng Beauregar dos bombar dme e C
Sumter and used it to marshal a defense of Charleston Harbor. Once it ‘
and better armed, Fort Sumter allowed the Confederates to create a valusg
Union blockade of the Atlantic seaboard. Only when Union General William
poised to capture Charleston did the Confederates finally evacuate. Unio
reclaim Fort Sumter on February 22, 1865. Robert A. Anderson and Abner |
two commanding officers from the original siege of Fort Sumter, would bo
fortress on April 14, 1865, for a flag raising ceremony.

fter the Civil War, the derelict Fort Sumter was rebuilt ajpd part

redesigned. It would see little use during the 1870s and}1880s
was eventually reduced to serving as a lighthouse station fo Charl
Harbor. With the start of the Spamshcan War in1898, the fo ress
was rearmed and once again used as a coastal defense irgstallatic
would later see service during both World War | and Worlg War
' 1948, Fort Sumter was decommissioned as a military postjand tu
over to the National Park Service. It now attracts over 75000 vis
every year.



http://www.history.com/topics/war-of-1812
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/south-carolina
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/south-carolina
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/pgt-beauregard
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/pgt-beauregard
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/abner-doubleday
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/north-carolina
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/tennessee
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMuUmeaknckCFUwtJgod6aoB_w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fortwiki.com%2FFort_Sumter&psig=AFQjCNEhJ0W2WQqh1e29cCyNEmivQgRJbA&ust=1448050003551143

FLU SHOTS g || Dancrit Dolls Workshops
Seasonal flu shots are now RN e

available for all registered and =Y Mark your calendar

enrolled Veterans at DORN VA &5 & Saturdav. January 9th

hospital. Meyi® y’a " y

Veterans can receive the flu shot during their Saturday, February 13th
regularly scheduled Primary Care or Specialty from 10am to 3pm
Care appointments or Primary Care Walk [ at the Cayce Masonic Lodge,

visits. Walk -ins are accepted Monday through 1701 12th Street, Cayce, SC.

Friday (except for Federal Holidays) between i i
the hours of 8am to 4pm. There is something for everyone

_ _ to do and this is the one place
Wealgreesns \eterans may also obtain their flu where

shot at any Walgreens location. : ﬂ‘ o
W The Veteran must show their VA X THE MORﬁ THE “t/lERRlER
medical ID card. really counts.

NNYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYVYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYVYYYYYYVYYYYYYYYYYY
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N A
0...1lt is a prouda pgdod | =gled
[with] discipline, self-respect, pride in his unit and his
country, a high sense of duty and obligation to comrades
N and to his superiors, and a self confidence born of g
S demonstrated abililky.
N George S. Patton Jr. X
N Al
3
A
I

Lexington County
Veterans Group

All Lexington County Veterans are invited to attend the weekly meetings.

group meets weekly on Tuesdays from 12 noon to 2:00 pm in the auditoriugh at
605 West Main Street in Lexington. The group meets for Health Issues and PTSD
counseling with a licensed counselor.

The Veterans group also participates in various social activities such as group
lunches, group dinners with wives/significant other, boat trips on Lake Muliray,
part|C|pat|on in the Lexington County Veterans parade and other general group tours.

I For further information, please contact the Lexington County Veterans Affairs Office at/B&B400.

Picture on the left (from left to right)
E.C. Murray, Rolf A. Buchner, Gary
Smith, Jerry Cook, Ernest Jones, Mike
Egan at the grave of Donne Seyfer.

Picture on the right (from left to right)
E.C. Murray, Ernest Jones, Rolf A.
Buchner, Jerry Cook, Mike Egan at the

grave of Ron Lee.



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/370054.George_S_Patton_Jr_
http://www.thecouponhubby.com/2013/03/walgreens-rolling-rrs-for-added-savings/
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ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Did you know that the following events occurred during the months of January/February?

b

January 1, 1892- Ellis Island in New York Harbor opened.

January 7, 1714- A patent was issued for the first typewriter designed by B
inventor Henry Mill.

January 8, 1935- Elvis Presley was born in Tupelo, Mississippi.

January 11, 1964 - The U.S. Surgeon General declared cigarettes may

hazardous to health.

January 15, 1870- The donkey was first used to symbolize the Democratic
in America.

January 16, 1853- French industrialist Andre Michelin was born in Paris
started the Michelin Tire Company in 1888.

January 20, 1981- Ronald Reagan became president of the United States
age of 69, the oldest president to take office.

January 24, 1848 The California gold rush began.

January 25, 1947- Gangster Al Capone died in Miami at age 48 from syphili.

January 27, 1945- The Russian Army liberated Auschwitz death camp
Krakow in Poland.

January 30, 1948- Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated in New Delhi, India,
religious fanatic.

February 3, 1870- The 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratffi
guaranteeing the right of citizens to vote, regardless of race, color, or pge

condition of servitude.

February 6, 1895- Legendary baseball player George Herman "Babe" Ruth

born in Baltimore, Maryland.

February 8, 1910- The Boy Scouts of America was founded by William Bg
in Washington, D.C.

February 12, 1809 - Author and naturalist Charles Darwin was borr
Shrewsbury, England.

February 15, 1820- Susan B. Anthony was born in Adams, Massachusetts.

February 17, 1865- Fort Sumter in South Carolina was returned to the Unio

after nearly a year and a half under Confederate control.

February 17, 1909- Apache Chief Geronimo died while in captivity at Fort
Oklahoma.

February 21, 1965- Former Black Muslim leader Malcolm X was shot and k
in New York City.

February 27, 1950- The 22nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratffi

limiting the president to two terms or a maximum of ten years in office.
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http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb3-amendments.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/susanb.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/cwar-pix/sumter.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/geronimo.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb27-amendments.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPLZhbrrnMkCFcrCJgodzbQFqA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.myheritage.com%2F2011%2F11%2Fellis-island-57-years-later%2F&psig=AFQjCNGfgRE40--P4xhck9Nf9022mjEILQ&ust=1448
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLfGtsjrnMkCFcdLJgod5NQP_w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsite.xavier.edu%2Fpolt%2Ftypewriters%2Ftw-history.html&bvm=bv.107763241,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGPtPwnxZtdgSetCOqwZ638Kw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCN3l4dfrnMkCFYnrJgodwWAEsA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biography.com%2Fpeople%2Felvis-presley-9446466&bvm=bv.107763241,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGrue0MeXo4UV10T6gcoi9XqczPWw
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-the-difference-between-a-cigar-and-a-cigarette.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMKWyJ_snMkCFYbtJgodXSULAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michelinman.com%2F&bvm=bv.107763241,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGFSLqyz_x7BS4GYc6uTxh-9KyF-g&ust=1448034816455733
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMSO9bPsnMkCFcjsJgoduBYDBA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.memrise.com%2Fuser%2F9879jc%2Fmems%2Fcreated%2F%3Fpage%3D3&bvm=bv.107763241,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGuHQMgd0GhlCMfUY
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMeo-N3snMkCFUbwJgodCNIJQw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshop.nationalgeographic.com%2Fngs%2Fproduct%2Fbooks%2Fkids-books%2Fhistory--culture-and-biography%2Fhistory-and-c
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMfN1e7snMkCFcE-JgodkBgAQw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbi.gov%2Fabout-us%2Fhistory%2Ffamous-cases%2Fal-capone&psig=AFQjCNFhK3_0rYLcjWSYXCXSK649MmEVkw&ust=1448034
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLWD0YjtnMkCFcpIJgodtYYMIg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shmoop.com%2Fsurvival-in-auschwitz%2Fquestions.html&psig=AFQjCNF6Y3UH8oJO0ygP6pyv60bJDlRrUQ&ust=1448035032413
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJLv7pbtnMkCFUs5JgodO1AIeg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awesomestories.com%2Fasset%2Fview%2FMahatma-Ghandi-Photo&psig=AFQjCNHJvPOzQvpQSvZ-bltwhntN8iQK-w&ust=144803
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Camp Lejeune Updates

As part of the VAOGs ongoi
j Veterans and their families, the Department of Vetegsrti=iils
' Affairs announced that it will start the process of amen S
its regulations to establish presumptions of service connqEEEE=E a;'.fi,ss
for certain conditions resulting from exposure
contaminated drinking water at the U.S. Marine Corps
Camp Lejeune, in North Carolina.
This process is in addition to the healthcare the VA already provides for 15 conditi&ns to
eligible Veterans who were stationed at Camp Lejeune for at least 30 days betweeni Augus
1, 1953 and December 31, 1987, as a r%sul
for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012. The VA also provides reimbursement of healthcare
expenses for those 15 conditions to eligible family members who resided at Camp lﬂejeune
during that time period.
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs recently met with senators and the Director of the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) to discuss the creat%on of
presumptions of service connection for diseases associated with the contaminated %/vater (
Camp Lejeune. The diseases that are currently being reviewed for potential preSlﬁlmptlve
service connection include kidney cancer, angiosarcoma of the liver, and acute
myelogenous leukemia, which are known to be related to-termg exposure to th
chemicals that were in the water at Lejeune from the 1950s through 1987. The chemicals
are Benzene, Vinyl Chloride, Trichloroethylene and Perchloroethylene, which are kn(%wn as
volatile organic compounds, used in industrial solvents and components of fuels. 1§
The VA will also work with ATSDR and potentially the National Academy of Scienc%s to
evaluate the body of scientific knowledge and research related to exposure t@d these
chemicals and the subsequent development of other diseases. The VA will carefully
consider all public comments received when determining the final scope og any
presumptions. B
Veterans with health problems they believe are related to exposure to the water %‘i Camj
Lejeune may file a claim for disability compensation onllne@ at
www.ebenefits.va.gov, or visit their local VA office. @
For more information, Veterans and family members should cohtact
the nearest VA healthcare facility by calling8¥ 7 222 VETS (8387)
or visit www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/cala@une. For furthej
information on Camp Lejeune: VHA Office of Public Health ha% a
website on Camp Lejeune historical water contaminationi at:
/Iwww.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/catepeune/index.asp. g

= The U.S. Marine Corps encourages all those who lived or workéd at
Camp Lejeune before 1987 to register for notifications regarding Camp Lejeune Historic
Drinking Water at https://clnr.hgi.usmc.mil/clwater.
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Aid and Attendance Benefits

through the VA in one of two ways. The first is if you are a 10
serviceconnected Veteran; the other is through the neservice connecte

survivor's benefits.

' L2y - 1 For serviceconnected Veterans

A Veteran can receive housebound or aid and attendance bengfits

0

pension program. A surviving spouse can receive this benefit throgigh

If a Veteran is serviceconnected at the 100% rate and is housebound, bedridden, or is so helpless|as to
need the aid and attendance of another person, then payment of additional Special Morjthly
Compensation (SMC) can be considered. The amount of SMC will vary depending on the lefel of

disability.

For non-service connected Veterans

Veterans who are eligible for VA pension and are housebound or require the aid and attendarjce of

another person may be eligible for an additional monetary payment. Veteran
who are eligible for a VA pension and require the aid and attendance of ano
person, or are housebound, may be eligible for additional monetary paym
These benefits are paid in addition to monthly pension, and they are not p
without eligibility to pension.

Since Aid and Attendance and Housebound allowances increase the pe
amount, people who are not eligible for a basic pension due to excessive i
may be eligible for pension at these increased rates. A Veteran may not re
Aid and Attendance benefits and housebound benefits at the same time.

For Surviving Spouses

Surviving spouses that are eligible for either DIC or surviving spouse pension may also qualif)N
housebound or aid and attendance benefits. The surviving spouse must meet the same heal
requirement as listed above for a Veteran.

Aid & Attendance (A&A)
The Aid & Attendance (A&A) increased monthly pension amount may be added to your monthly pen
amount if you meet one of the following conditions:-1You require the aid of another person in order

for
hcare

ion

perform personal functions required in everyday living, such as bathing, feeding, dressing, attendirjg to

the wants of nature, adjusting prosthetic devices, or protecting yourself from the hazards of your

ily

environment. 2- You are bedridden, in that your disability or disabilities requires that you remain in bgd

apart from any prescribed course of convalescence or treatmentY®u are a patient in a nursing hom

due to mental or physical incapacity. 4 Your eyesight is limited to a corrected 5/200 visual acuity or I¢ss

in both eyes; or concentric contraction of the visual field to 5 degrees or less.

Housebound

premises because of permanent disability.

<z 'm

11

This increase monthly pension amount may be added to your montfly
pension amount when you are substantially confined to our immedigte
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Aid and Attendance Benefits continued from page 11

You may apply for A&A or housebound benefits through our office or by writing the VA regional offjce
where you filed a claim. If the regional office of jurisdiction is not known, you may file the request with
any VA regional office. You should include copies of any evidence, preferably a report from an atterjding
physician, validating the need for A&A or housebound type care. The report should have sufficient dgtail
to determine whether there is disease or injury producing physical or mental impairment, losg of
coordination, or conditions affecting the ability to dress and undress, to feed oneself, to attend tq| the
wants of nature, and to keep oneself ordinarily clean and presentable. Whether the claim is for A&A or
housebound, the report should indicate how well the applicant gets around, where the applicant goeg, and
what he or she is able to do during a typical day. This can be a statement from the attending physicign or
a VA form 21-2680 (examination for housebound status or permanent need for regular aid fand
attendance). In addition, it is necessary to determine whether the claimant is confined to the honje or
immediate premises. This can be a statement from the facility or a VA form@79 (request for nursin
home information in connection with claim for aid and attendance).

; C-123 Aircraft Agent Orange Exposure Claims

Any Air Force Veteran or Air Force Reservist who was assigned to one of the a
s=oaall Reserve or active duty units as a ground, flight, or medical crew membe &m
L contaminated aircraft and later developed a disability that has been linked tof
Orange exposure should file a claim. VA has information indicating that few Air =
units (active duty and Reserve) had one or more of the contaminated aircraft during the period 1969 thrqugh 19
(depending upon unit of assignment). VA compiled a list of these units and the dates on which they had thg aircra
which is publiclyavailable atwww.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/resid2aircraft/y
index.asp I
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Weatherization Assistance Program...Working in your Community
‘Making Communities Stronger, One Family at a time!

Obtain needed repairs to your home through grant programs. The Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation & Weatherization Program is
available to make repairs for low-medium income homeowners. Available to Veterans or Active Duty Members of any branch
of the US military that are currently serving, have served, or their surviving spouse.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

INCOME GUIDELINES: OWHMN OR BUYING A HOME:
Must identify and werify all sources of income for each howsehaold Must hawe thirty (30) days ownership.
member. Werification of income must be within 90 days of submission

STATEMENT FROM FIMNAMNCLAL INSITUTHM: COPY OF DEED:

Must submit last two (2) months of bank s@tements for all accounts. Must be registered and recorded.
PROPERTY TAX: DD 214

Must be paid current O other proof of service.

Contact Capital Rehab Management {Joyce Pue) ot 803.661.5772 {O) or 803.261.5772 (C)
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. VA partners with YMCA
January IS of the USA

National -~ o &S to support Veterans
Soup " o AN The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and YMCA off the US

Menth!

Healtl

ﬁ] that Veterans are connected to needed s and
Fé ruary opportunities in their communities.
IS

fSince the Civil War , t Y

and Veteradd h e YMCAOGSs educat@l on
. forerunners of t he GI Bi | , ©

at|0na| : pleased to announce that VA-al®AYhave agreed to contfihue

partnership connects Veterans to VA services and bengfits in tt
v nthl areas of employment, homelessness, healthy HMifestyle
programming, and reintegration into the local communit
AThis enhanced agreement ma k
and YMCAs to collaborate on helping transitioning] service
members and Veterans connect to the resourc@s and
opportunities that they ngeed,
inour nati onos Vet er ans, b n d
much in service to our country. The Y is honored to fhave th
opportunity to show our appreciation by doing what wie §lo best
i mproving the I|ives of [ di v
said Kevin Washington, President and CHEG &Y i Thh e r ¢
many YMCASs across the nation that are already workirfly with Vv
and providing services directly to Veterans, thisj formal
acknowledgement between the Y and VA will make it @asier f
that work to continue, ex@ipanc
VA is committed to working closely with nongoveinmenta
organizations, such d4SA to identify new and innovativefivays
to support VABds commit me t
the battledo and their fagild.@
communities and with comrhasgd organizations help§ to
achieve VAO6s goal of i mply ovi
members, their families, caregivers, and survivors.

While the collaboration might look different in each palticipatir
community, the mutual goals of improving the lives offfVeterar

oee

<
<
]
<
<
<
<
<
<
]
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
]
<
<
<
<
<
<
]
<
<
<
<
<
<
<
<

and their families will remain consistent nationwide.

WA
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LEXIMNUGTON INTERFAITH COMMUNITY SERVICES

2015 Holiday Basket Wish List

Ham or Turkey (frozen or canned)
Canned Sweet Potatoes

Canned Collards
Stuffing Mix
Cranberry Sauce
Cornbread Mix

Green Beans

Dessert Mix (Complete kit)

Please deliver to LICS by the following dates:
Thanksgiving: Wednesday, November 11th
Christmas: Wednesday, December 9th Questions? Anna Smith

Divector of Community Relations
Extension 228 | anna@licssc ore
You may pack a basket or box and bring it completed,
or simply bring the items and we will prepare. Feel free

to add a personal note or prayer for the family.

'nlcxl"rlgwiﬂrﬂp[}r, Tndy]&u}muﬂmmdﬂﬁrmqfﬂw tusl:cfﬂm[:rnﬂlmnﬂ
sisters of mine, you did for me.” - Matthew 25:40

216 HARMOMN STREET, LEXINGTON 5C 29072
B02 957 6656 | B032 957 3414 fax |www_ licssc.org
= po
Ga - HN
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Falling Behind 1n Your Mortgage/

Worried about Foreclosure?

SOUTH CAROLINA LEGAL SERVICES
SC HELP- approved Housing Processing Agency

Homeowners worried about foreclosure due to reduction in income caused by
unemployment or underemployment, reduction in self-employment income, death of a
spouse, catastrophic medical expenses or divorce May Be Eligible for one or more
of the following programs administered by SC HELP:

pays mortgage up to $36,000 or 24 months
whichever comes first while homeowner is seeking
employment and a return to self-sustainability

pays up to $36,000 on past due mortgage to bring
current; provided, homeowner can now maintain pay
monthly payments

oMPA & DLA are both 5 year forgivable loans if you continue to
reside in property

; J C )F MONTHLY / DIRECT ASSISTANCE:
pays past due mortgage up to $25,000 and makes monthly payments for a combined total of
$36,000
TRANS - ; ~E FOR 1 El IEL SALE.
provides $5,000 grant to help transition families from homeownership to rental housing if:
1. Application with SC HELP completed FIRST

2. Permission for short-sale or deed-in-lieu of foreclosure granted by mortgage company
3. Money distributed AFTER execution of deed completed

jow To APPLY
South Carolina Legal Services:
1 888 257 1988
Or
8 18535 435 7172
- Apply online at
AR www.SCHELP.gov ¥
! South Carolina Anre E. Loncy. Esquir .
' \ Legal Services 2109 Bull Street, P.O. Box 1445, Columbia, SC29201 S C E L P

Email: andrealoney(@sclegal.org
& Fax: 803-744-4191
= Baia o Gralac www.sclegal.org
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' South Carolina
Legal Services

s Balancing the Scales of Justice

Andrea E. Loney, Esquire

Executive Director

2109 Bull Street | P.O. Box 1445| Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Email: andrealoney@sclegal.org Fax: (803) 799-9420
www.sclegal.org | www. lawhelp.org/sc | www.probono.net/sc

Pre-Registration Information

SCTHELP

South Carolina Homeownership
and Employment Lending Program
300-C Outlet Pointe Boulevard

Columbia, South Carolina 29210
www.scmortgagehelp.com

South Carolina Homeownership and Employment Lending Program have been awarded $295,431,200 in
funding from the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Hardest Hit Fund to help homeowners avoid foreclosure.
South Carolina Legal Services will help you gather and submit the documents to apply for mortgage assistance.

1. Full name

2. Complete Mailing Address

3. Email Address Telephone Number

Cell phone Number

. Do you or the co-borrower own and live in the property as a primary residence?

. Was your original first mortgage amount less than $729,750?

. Is your mortgage current or delinquent?

. Are you or the co-borrower unemployed?

4
5
6. What is the name of your mortgage company?
-
8
9

. If yes, are you getting unemployment compensation?

10. If you are no longer getting unemployment compensation, when did it stop?

11. If still employed, please give your anticipated date of termination or reduction in hours?

12. Have you or the co-borrower had a significant reduction in your income?

13. Why was the income reduced?

14. Are you able to complete an online application?

How to Apply:

Fax this Form to: 803 799 9420
Call:
SOUTH CAROLINA LEGAL SERVICES
1 888 257 1988
Or
855 HELP 4 SC
Submit an application at

www.SCHelp.com

16




County Council VA Funding to Help the
Needs You! Homeless

Veterans are needed to
lead the Pledge of
Allegiance at County
Council meetings on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of
the month. County Council
meetings start at 4:30pm,
so you would need to be
present around 4:15pm.
Contact the office at 803 -785 -8400,
if you are interested.

Secretary of
Vet erans?o A
Robert A. McDonald
announced 12.8
million  dollars in
renewal funding
through the Grant
and Per Diem (GPD)
program to 20
community agencies
that currently provide

transitional housing
Iz Mz Az Az Az Az Az Az Az Az Az Mz Az Az Az Az Az Az A, . . .
PRI I I I A 2 28 S8 S8 58 26 26 2€ 3¢ wiith supportive services for homeless Veterans under

% 3¢ the Transition in Place (TIP) model.

3 OUTREACH DATESAND TIMES 3¢ o5 3 key component of the D
Batesburg/Leesville omreacﬁif Affairs (VA) plan to eliminate homelessness among

isthe2ndFridayofthemontﬂzveterans’ \(Aﬁs GP.D program

~ 7N payments to help public and nonprofit organizations

at the Batesburg/Leesvulgf establish and operate supportive housing for specific

Library from 10 a.m. to 1275 homeless Veteran populations, which includes the

“~ innovative TIP approach to assist homeless Veterans

noon. e

-~ {, transition from homelessness. TIP encourages rapid

- . . B due 4 % movement from transitional housing to permanent

:gi IC::hapln USRS G2 T ‘\:,'I‘ vy zgi housing  which  enables Ve_tera_ng to i live as

S riday of the month at th@&, 1 ‘ ol independently, as possible, while increasing housing

sk Chapin Library from 10a. L stabilization. _ A
e wMor e i nformati on about VAOGSs
;5; to 12 noon. ;E; available at www.va.gov/homeless. Community

LAES sk organizations seeking details and/or more information,
| Gaston/Swansea Outreacis s, may contact the National Grant and Per Diem Program
g the  1st Thursday of thee office at http://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/GPD.asp or by

month at the Gaston Librarj¢ calling 1-877-332-0334.
" 4
" from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 7~
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3% T .
-)Eé Chapin Outreach. -)Eé: oL>S 5 h : Ybh?2X 73 E
x _ :The VAMC Dorn now has a fq
;E; Appointments ére strongly encouraged;E;E pantry. Any Veteran in need m
3k Call the office at 8087858400 4.2 ricipate in the program. He k
Sl to schedule a time. O .
[0} :she  must contact Voluntal®5s :
ol THERE WILL BE NO sx Services and they will direct you'to ;
3 OUTREACH IN CHAPIN ON  sk:the food pantry. To contact Voluntary Services gall
x* JANUARY 1, 2016. 7%2(803) 7764000 extension 6780. :
7N /.t: :
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% Groundhog Day

& Groundhog Day, February 2nd, is a popular tradition in the United States. It is also a legend that gaverse:
& centuries, its origins clouded in the mists of time with ethnic cultures and animals awakening on*®pecific

dates. Myths such as this tie our present to the distant past when nature did, indeed, influence ot lives. |
& Is the day that the Groundhog comes out of his hole after a long winter sleep to look for his shadgw. If he
& sees it, he regards it as an omen of six r~———-
® weeks of bad weather and returns to his hol

the day is cloudy and, hence, shadow less
@ takes it as a sign of spring and stays ak
& ground. The groundhog tradition stems fr
% similar beliefs associated with Candlemas |

and the days of early Christians in Europe,
 for centuries the custom was to have the cl
& bless candles and distribute them to the peopl
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Mark your
calendars as the
County Offices will
be closed on:

Friday, January 1st O—sa)
Monday, January 18th
Monday, February 15th
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Job Hunting’ E 3 : Lawyers 4 Vets :
LY LY
LY LY
The V A \L Ameorican « Lawyers 4 Vets connects lower income Veterans
medical Eliving at or below 200% of the federal povefty
center and Emergency * guidelines with local attorneys who provide
regional Communication one-on-one pro bono legal advice ar
office is \ = Services . . representation. Lawyers 4 Vets will assist Veter;ans
hlrlng Serving active duty service E by appointment only with:
\eterans. members and their families, DoD | 1. Obtaining identification (Social Security,
civilians and families serving 3 South Carolina ID, birth certificates, etc). «
Visit USAjobs.com | overseas National Guardand |« 2 Child support and visitation issues in Soyth
for more |nf0rmat|0n Reserves, and veterans. : Car0||na (
&« . [
1-877-272-7337 . 3. Expungements an_d pardons in SC. .
<« 4. Consumer protection. N
U TSN SN NSNS NN NS NN NS NN NN NN NS ENENEENEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESE -e . . [}
!Wm.JenningsB i 5. Simple wills and healthcare power of
% «
s mantdas cosevun VAMC Dorn E Veterans seeking information aboEJt
:A new three story parking structure w 0 the ) clinic  should  call
:be built on the VAMC Dorn campu P 3 1-87-289-6000. E
: Construction is to begin in the Spring i «
: 2016 PARKING :(‘j E((é(ﬁ(%(((ﬁ(( (E(i(( (( (E;i(} (( (é\}((}(}(}(g((
; RRRLN:

" The State of SC and the Departmi;
of Mental Health has approved thf

(Nurslng H()me
$

: Walterboro.

Mar kK your cal

The SC Vetera
be held April 28, 2016 on the g
State House grounds.

The VA has a new website anyone can
access for all VA questions, SEP user
guides, regulations, policies, laws and
any other VA resources. The website is:
www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov.

more VA nurs|ng homes to be bl}j The 2016 VA dlsablllty and penS|0n rates W|"

in the state. That would bring tFj not include a cost of living increase.
: : total number in the state to six. 'Iij
ECqumbla Florence, and Gaffney. Currently thjallvmg
:are VA nursing homes in Anderson, Columbia, 1JCUnfortunater, there will be an increase in ;

%the Medicare Part B premiums to $159. 30
3 per month.

P

:, [COST OF

' LIVING
PP908988833398 355'3&3&3&3'

>

increase from Social Security.

WEVEVEVEVEVEVEVEVEVE VEVE U VEVEUR VRV R

Confidential chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net or text to 838255

Support Matters.
eee Veterans

g..

eee CrisisLine
1-800-273-8255 PRESS ©

Confidential help for
Veterans and thelr families
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VA Announces New Rules Regarding
Service Animals in VA Facilities NEW

The Department of Veteraspya—Hg(/f\Roal-WA?OWWPAL

has revised its regulation regarding the presence (¢
on VA property. The updated regulation will e g@%ﬁ\ Carolina  Veterar

practices remain consistent with applicable federal aWhQ wyere p”_SonerS _Of Wil
also assist individuals entering VA facilities in devipdpfiggaa war time period a™

clear and consistent understanding of the criteria @mj'ﬂjﬂg to receive a ne\ |
facility access for service animals.

AAs | have ftraveled to }%Jemal state IT:OW medal 1 %" t
v v S u
have heard from many Veterans about what a vita{|r fmi ‘ir apﬂvitye The

service ani mal s pl ay i \Rfrﬂ%dalwaslqre\@t@q
Veteransodo Affairs Rob’FhQe Legislatufgc inoay Jul
regulation will ensure Veterans and employees hjp20tédaw that authorizes t

guidance regarding the presence of service anim Igm\/@mnor to present tt

facilities. V A remalnsavgapquy tSblﬁHj Céré’llr  ,',1\ q A
Veterans have access to the health care benefits c?,egllia%lﬁts who are on-federa

they are eligible.o :
Under the revised regulation, onl Eo@é’v lists. Any former POW who rece'v

that are individually trained to pdf&Am honorable discharge and is a Sdquth
work or tasks on behalf of an indilfi iti
with a disability will be consideFgrmer prisoners from WWII, Korean Wr

SEUEe etz sl il Vietham War, or other conflicts are ajpo
{be permitted in VA facilities, u |

expressly allowed as an exce
under the regulation for activities

service animals may access VA property subjed s@mb@ne who does and they meet the apove
same terms that govern the admission of the pulffiica uYr%ments please call the Lexmgon

property, ananay be restricted from certain areas | . -
properties to ensure that patient care, patient saj "irl]w%/ VA office aF 803785.8400 with thei

infection control standards are not compromised.

XXXX EEEXO}EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE@E@E@E

For basic information and questions,
please check out our webpage at
www.lexco.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/va/Pages/index.&3px

A list of the
Veterans Service Organizations in Lexington County%
and copies of the newsletter are also on our webpag

ﬁ@ﬂﬂ@ﬁ@@ﬂ@ﬁ@ﬁ
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Medical Expense Report (MER)

For Veterans and Surviving Spouses receiving -Service Connection Pensipn
Benefits, the VA may be able to pay you at a higher rate if you identify expensges the
VA considers allowable. The higher rate is only paid if you are NOT receivirlg the
: maximum benefit from the VA. Medical and dental expenses paid by you may be
R deductible from the income VA counts when determining your benefit entitlemient.
EXPENERR ) _ .
A9?“Q“ Any medical or dental expenses that you paid for a member of your household (self,
spouse, child, etc.) for which you were not reimbursed may also be counted.| Below
are examples of expenses you should include, if applicable:
A Hospital expenses A Doctor ' s -prescripton De
drug costs A Vision care costs A M sur
deduction A Nursing home costs A Hea COS
expenses A Expenses related to tran n t
facility.
These expenses may be listed oviAa Form 21P-841671 Medical Expense Repor!
(MER) - and submitted anytime for the previous year. For example: Medical EX
Reports for 2014 may be submitted anytime before the end of 2015.
IMPORTANT NOTES
A Do not include any expenses fo|r w
¥ reimbursement after you have filed a MER, promptly notify the VA office
handling your claim.
A I'f you are not sure whether a| pal
complete description of the purposes of the payment. The VA will let you know
if an expense cannot be allowed.
A  You may be asked to verify the amounts you ac
payments for at least three years after the VA makes a decision on your medical expense claim. |f you ¢
unable to provide documentation of the claimed medical expenses when asked to do so by the VA, yo

benefits may be retroactively reduced or terminated.

South Carolinians across the state faced record rainfall, leading to widespread destruction and
flooding. Our thoughts and prayers go out to those who lost their lives in this tragedy and all the
families affected by the devastating flood.

The State of South Carolina received a major federal disaster declaration for multiple counties.
This declaration means that families can receive individual assistance for:

1. Temporary Housing Assistance. 2. Repair Assistance.

3. Replacement Assistance. 4. Permanent or SemiPermanent Construction.

Register your damage as soon as possible with the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) by visiting www.disasterassistance.gov or calling 1 -800-621-3362.

There is also local information on the Lexington County Website
at www.lex -co.sc.gov/Pages/GeneralAssistance.aspx.
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Featured Medal:
Kuwalit Liberation Medal

TheKuwait Liberation Medal was approved by the Kuwait Council of Ministers
classes, generally according to the rank of the recipient. The medal was offere
Staff of the Kuwait Armed Forces on July 16, 1994.
A nation of seafarers and ship builders, Kuwait chose as their coat of arms, the
Falconry is the sport of Kings in the Persian Gulf, and the falcon in the arms is Je£*
of Kuwaiti prowess. The official symbolism of the colors is that black symboli
white is for deeds, green is for the meadows, and red is for the blood of Kuwait's =
This medal is awarded to members of the Military Coalition who served in supfo# s
Desert Shield or Desert Storm in one or more of the following areas between|
and August 31, 1993: Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman, Gulf of Aden, thg
Arabian Sea that lies north of 10 degrees north latitude and west of 68 degree$
as well as the total land areas of Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain
United Arab Emirates. To be eligible, a service member must have been:
1. attached to or regularly serving for one or more days with an organization
ground/shore (military) operations; :
2. attached to or regularly serving for one or more days aboard a naval JesdeClfeaiyhe
supporting military operations; Kuwait |b¢rat|on
3. actually participating as a crew member in one or more aerial flights direftly SofRiy
military operations in the areas designated above;

4. serving on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days. These time limitajions m

for members participating in actual combat operations

The Government of Kuwait offered the Kuwait Liberation Medal to membefootéseoftireednited Stat
by letter dated July 16, 1994he medal was accepted by Secretary of Defense William J. Perry per
dated March 16, 1995.

About Our Office

This office is employed by Lexington County not
CSRSN}It ! o ¢KS [SEAySZ
Office is an advocate for Veterans and their survi
dependents. We provide the assistance neede
applying for benefits from the Department l
Veterans Affairs and VA Hospitals. The Lexin

County VA Office assists former and present mem

of the US Armed Forces and their dependents

ES
memol

preparing claims. Types of benefits include but 3T e ceccoecccscocccsccscscscsccsccsw
limited to: ServiceConnected disability I

NonService Connected pension; death peng . Comin g I n t he
benefits; burial; medical care; educational assista 5 . . —_
including vocational rehabilitation; guaranteed hoffje Presumptlve Disabilities,
loans; government life insurance and other benefjt? Patient Advocates,

We are not trained in Social Security or Departmer)j|? and Ft. Jackson Cemetery.
Defense Benefits.
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