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On Saturday, June 25th, 

the Lexington County 

Museum held its annual 

Family Day. This was the 

first time the museum has 

been able to hold this 

event since 2019 due to 

the pandemic. The event 

was a huge success with 

more than 175 people 

coming out. Visitors were 

treated to hot dogs and 

chips and got to see the 

30 historic structures on 

the grounds of the 

museum.   

Attendees also were able 

to dye cloth using indigo, 

see a blacksmithing 

demonstration, and learn 

about the African-

American tradition of 

sweetgrass basket 

making.  

The museum also had an 

archaeologist from the SC 

Department of Natural 

Resources out to teach children 

about archaeology and the 

artifacts they find in the ground. 

The museum also held a 

ceremony marking the opening 

of our new research library in 

the Exhibit Hall. The library was 

created to honor the memory of 

museum supporter Devin 

McMahan.    

We’d like to thank all the 

volunteers that helped out with 

the event. We could not have 

had such a successful event 

without them.  

Be on the lookout for the next 

event by following us on 

Facebook and checking out our 

website.  
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Museum Past and Upcoming Outreach Efforts 
Over the past few months, 

museum staff members have 

led a 2 Gals and a Fork tour, 

participated in Irmo’s 

Juneteenth event, spoken to 

the Cayce UMC, at the 

Lexington Library, and have 

hosted Youth Leadership 

Lexington. 

In the future, museum staff 

will speak to the Lexington 

County Library, Gilbert-

Summit Senior Center, and 

the Master Gardeners. 

If you’d like to have a 

museum staff member speak 

to your group either virtually 

or in-person, don’t hesitate to 

give us a call. We can speak 

on a variety of topics related to 

the museum, the county, and 

its history. Some of the most 

popular topics include the 

quilts and other artifacts from 

the Dutch Fork, Lexington 

County-made rifles, and the 

history of alcohol in Lexington 

County. 
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A Lexington Love Letter: Courting Life in Rural South Carolina in 1834 

By John Myers, Historical Interpreter 

Visitation continues to 

rebound as tourists return 

to the area. 

In May, 768 visitors came 

to the museum, including 

visitors from thirteen 

states other than SC as 

well as Germany. June’s 

numbers were similar. The 

museum saw 900 visitors, 

including tourists from 

seventeen states other 

than SC and students 

from various foreign 

countries.  

The number of school 

groups visiting the 

museum remains low 

however. In May we had a 

class from Lexington 

Elementary and High 

School and various 

homeschools come out. In 

June, the Sunshine House 

took part in our programs.  

 

Museum Visitation in May and June 2022 

 

“I have for some time past, ardently desired an opportunity to declare to you my attachment, which has been made on 

my heart by your amiable accomplishments….” 

 

Among the fading accountant ledger sheets, wills and bills of sale that are a part of Lexington County Museum’s 

document collection, a portion of a love letter has been found. It is page two of an emotionally driven letter dated August 

11, 1834. It reveals the interest of a young man in a “mutual association” with a local Lexington young lady. In keeping 

with the formality of the 1830s, the young man requests only the friendship of the young lady and, as a first step, 

acknowledgement by her when they may meet by chance in the Village of Lexington.  

 

Because the document is only a middle page of an ardent but cautious love letter, there is no indication of to 

whom the letter is addressed or its author. At the bottom of the page there is a name, most probably the name of the 

young male writer. Unfortunately, the name has been blotted out using ink with only the tops of the letters revealed.  

 

Is it a draft of a letter that was later copied and mailed? There are very few strike-outs or corrections. Is it a letter 

that was never sent?  In 2022 perhaps a local Lexington resident may have a male ancestor who was a single young 

man in 1834? These are unanswered questions. We only know that the letter is a portrait of a sensitive youth writing on 

an undoubtedly hot August evening from his home in Lexington to this unnamed, local young lady.  

 

Further research may reveal the identity of the letter’s author and of his intended sweetheart. We can only hope 

that time and additional work may solve this intriguing mystery.  
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Museum Garden Continues to Flourish 

The staff members of the museum continue to try to grow varieties of crops in the museum’s gardens that would have 
been grown in Lexington County in the 19th century. Currently staff members are growing okra, peppers, rice, sweet 
potatoes, and watermelons. All of these items would have been very important in the diets of residents of Lexington 
County in the 19th century.  
 
Although we mainly think of rice as a product of the Lowcountry, some planters, including John Fox, did grow rice in 
Lexington County with the help of enslaved workers. The variety we are growing is Carolina Gold. Carolina Gold rice 
was the variety that made the South Carolina Lowcountry one of the richest areas in the world in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The sweet potatoes currently growing in our garden are of the pumpkin yam and white yam varieties. 
These were varieties that are named in the Lexington Dispatch newspaper and that farmers would have been able to 
plant in the mid to late nineteenth century. Sweet potatoes were an important part of the diet especially for the 
enslaved. The watermelon that we planted is a variety called O’Dell’s white watermelon.  O'Dell's white was 
developed by an enslaved worker named Henry or Harry at the Dutch Fork plantation of Colonel A.G. Summer. The 
namesake of the watermelon, Summer's friend Milton O'Dell, helped popularize the melon. Summer was the brother 
of William Summer, the owner of the Pomaria Nursery. John Fox purchased fruits and vegetables from Pomaria 
nurseries based on records found in the Fox’s papers. Stop by the museum to learn more about the crops that were 
grown here in Lexington County in the 18th and 19th centuries and to see what we have growing.   

 

Museum to Hold “Hands-On History” Program in August 

The museum will hold three of it’s “Hands-
on History” programs for chidren this 
summer. The first of these programs took 
place on June 21st and featured our 
colonial program. The next program was 
held on July 12th and featured our pastimes 
program. The final program will be on 
August 10th and focus on the school house 
program. These programs are offered free 
of charge however registration will be 
required so check out our website or 
Facebook page to find the registration link.     
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Thanks to all who donated to the Friends of the 

Lexington County Museum’s 2022 Fundraiser! 

Diamond 
 

Lexington Medical Center 
 

Platinum 
 

Eric and Bryn Douglass 
Edith Harmon 

Nephron 
NW White and Co. 

 

Gold 
 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of SC 
LA Barrier and Son Inc. 
Jo and Charlie Mayer 

Medicine Mart 
Riley’s Drugs 

Maro and Hugh Rogers 
Something Borrowed 

Town of Lexington 
 

Silver 
 

Cherokee Trail Veterinary Hospital 
Comporium 

John and Mandy Derrrick 
JoAnne Flowers Duncan 

Dan and Jane Koon 
Katherine and Richard Login 

Laura McMahan 
Anida Mims 

Saluda Law LLC 
Sharon and Richard Shealy 

Shumpert’s IGA 
R. W. Wingard Gift Fund of Central Carolina Community Foundation 

 

Bronze 
 

John and Revious A. Amaker 
Betty Barlow 

Joe Boles 
Caughman Farm Properties 

Caughman Harman Funeral Home 
Patrick and Marjorie Cleary 

Sylvia Clyburn 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Corley 

Myron and Linda Corley 
Cathy Dreher 

Mary Dozier and John Ellsworth 
Law Office of Andrew Farley 

First Community Bank 
Randal and Jeanette Ford 

Charles Gatch 
Samuel B. George II 

Farroll Gunter 
 

 
David and Becky Hipp 
Patricia Lewandowski 

Carol and James Metts 
Mid-Carolina Electric Coop. 

Ed and Kelley Mintz 
Karen and John Wayne Parrish 

Pine Press 
Otis and Melissa Rawl 

Miley Hall Rhodes 
Rhoten's Country Store 

Catherine Sharpe 
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Shealy 
Phillip and Cynthia Smith 

Frank and Bobbie Sox 
Rose T. Wilkins 

Wingard’s Market 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Museum Calendar of Events 
 
 

 
July 19 “Historically Speaking” Library Presentation  

6:30 pm 
Lexington County Main Library  
5440 Augusta Road Lexington, SC 
Free to the public 
Attendees will learn about the history of alcohol in Lexington 
County. 

 
Aug. 10 “Hands-on History’ Summer Program  
  10 am to 12 pm 
  Lexington County Museum 

231 Fox Street Lexington, SC 
Join us for a free children’s program. Attendees will learn 
about school in the 19th century.  
Visit www.eventbrite.com/e/hands-on-history-summer-
program-tickets-375389107927 to register 

   

Sept. 3-5 Labor Day Weekend 
  Museum will be closed 

 
 
Call the museum at 803-359-8369 or email museum@lex-co.com to 
find out more about these events. Events may be canceled due to 
COVID-19.    
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Lexington County 
Museum 
231 Fox Street 
Lexington, SC 29072 

The highlighted artifact for 

this issue is a jo jo flask 

made for the SC State 

Dispensary. The state 

dispensary, which existed 

between 1893 and 1907, 

was an attempt at 

appeasing both those who 

wanted the prohibition of 

alcohol and those who 

wanted liquor to remain 

legal. The dispensary made 

it so that the state 

government was the only 

legal distributor of alcoholic 

beverages. Jo jo flasks 

were the most common 

bottles produced by the 

dispensary. It’s interesting 

to note that the logo of the 

state dispensary, embossed 

on the jo jo flask to the right, 

inspired the logo for the 

University of SC’s baseball 

team.  

 

 Highlighted Artifact from the Museum’s Collections 

Phone  803-359-8369 
Fax  803-808-2160 

E-mail   museum@lex-co.com 

A Story Behind 
Every Door 

The Lexington County Museum was started in 1970 to collect, preserve and present 
the history of Lexington County. After initially having only one historic house, the 
museum expanded and now has thirty historic structures over seven acres in 
downtown Lexington. Through exhibits in historic houses, the museum interprets 
everyday life in the town of Lexington and throughout Lexington County from the 
eighteenth century to the start of the Civil War. The museum offers guided tours to 
visitors for a small fee and has thirteen different hands-on programs for school groups 
free of charge by appointment. These programs attract schools from around the state 
and educate students about the history of Lexington County and about the everyday 
life of Lexington County residents in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.    

 
 

The Friends of the Lexington County Museum is a non-profit group founded in 1997 
with an advisory board, officers, and a board of trustees representing all municipalities 
in Lexington County.  Its mission is to enhance the Lexington County Museum through 
its duly appointed commission and to support, aid, and assist in the improvement and 
expansion of the Museum. The Friends group sponsors fund-raising projects to help 
further the Museum’s valuable contribution to the county. The Friends group has raised 
over $290,000 for the museum so far. To learn more about the Friends or to join, visit 
the museum’s webpage (https://lex-co.sc.gov/lexington-county-museum/friends-
museum). 

 
 

We’re on the Web! 

https://lex-

co.sc.gov/lexington-

county-museum and 

www.lexingtoncount

ymuseum.org 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 Saxe Gotha Dispatch 

 

about:blank
about:blank

