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For a list of events in  See page 11 - Happenings Around 
Lexington County for July Lexington County 
 

Weekly on Tuesdays in Lexington County Veterans Group  
July  Meeting from 10am to 12 noon 
 

Monday, July 4th Independence Day 
  County Offices Closed 
  No DAV Van Scheduled 
 

Thursday, July 7th Gaston Outreach 
   

Friday, July 8th  Batesburg/Leesville Outreach 
 

Tuesday, July 26th County Council Meeting 
   

For a list of events in  See page 11 - Happenings Around 
Lexington County for August Lexington County 
 

Weekly on Tuesdays in Lexington County Veterans Group  
August  Meeting from 10am to 12 noon 
 

Thursday, August 4th  Gaston Outreach 
 

Friday, August 5th Chapin Outreach 
 

Friday, August 12th Batesburg/Leesville Outreach 
 

Tuesday, August 23rd County Council Meeting 
 

  

 

At A Glance Calendar 
July/August 

Purple—Holidays/Special Days 
Blue—Outreach dates 
Red—County Offices Closed, No van 
scheduled and Special Notices 
Black—Director’s appearances in the 
County 

Brown—County Council Meetings 
Pink—Special Events throughout the 
County 
Orange—Director Out of  Office 
Green—Lexington County Veterans Group 
Meetings 

 

 

 

        

 

With July comes the annual celebration of 

America's Independence from the British. There 

are many local activities planned at the lake, 

churches, Fort Jackson and other venues but 

does the average American know what it took 

for independence to be won? My guess is no 

and many do not care. Thousands of men gave 

their lives in the American Revolutionary War 

in order for our country to live in freedom. If it 

were not for these brave souls, we would not be 

the country we are today. Other countries long 

to be like ours but can't due to their form of 

government so they remain oppressed. We are 

the free country of today because of the blood 

shed by patriots. Please remember what         

Independence Day is for and not just beaches, 

barbecues and sales. 

 

We have been notified by county leadership that 

our building is being extensively renovated this 

autumn and winter and we will be relocating to 

the front of the building after renovations are 

complete. We are excited about this move and 

will have a brand new, state-of-the-art office 

complex with everything we need to better 

serve our Veterans. We expect to be in this new 

office complex next June and will keep you 

posted on the developments. 

 

Have a safe and fun summer! 

 

It is an honor to serve          

Lexington County! 

From the Director... 
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Dependency and Indemnity Compensation  
For a survivor to be eligible for Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC), the      

Veteran’s death must have resulted from one of the following causes:  

1 - A disease or injury incurred or aggravated in the line of duty while on active duty or 

active duty for training.  

2 - An injury, heart attack, cardiac arrest, or stroke incurred or aggravated in the line of 

duty while on inactive duty for training.  

3– A service-connected disability or a condition directly related to a service-connected disability.  

DIC also may be paid to certain survivors of Veterans who were totally disabled from service-connected          

conditions at the time of death, even though their service-connected disabilities did not cause their deaths. 

The survivor qualifies if the Veteran was:  

1 - Continuously rated totally disabled for a period of 10 years immediately preceding death; or  

2 - Continuously rated totally disabled from the date of military discharge and for the last 5 years               

immediately preceding death; or  

3 - A former POW who died after September 30, 1999, and who was continuously rated disabled for a period 

of at least one year immediately preceding death.  

There is also a program called Parents’ DIC. The VA provides an income-based monthly benefit to the      

surviving parent(s) of a service member or Veteran whose death was service-related. When countable income 

exceeds the limit set by law, no benefits are payable. The spouse’s income must also be included if living 

with a spouse. A spouse may be the other parent of the deceased Veteran, or a spouse from remarriage.       

Unreimbursed medical expenses may be used to reduce countable income. Benefit rates and income limits 

change annually. DIC ends at midnight of the date of remarriage if a widow is under age 57; after age 57, the 

martial status does not affect this benefit.  

Death Pension  
The VA provides pensions to low-income surviving spouses and unmarried children of a       

deceased Veteran with wartime service. To be eligible, spouses must not have remarried 

and children must be under age 18, or under age 23 if attending a VA-approved school, or 

have become permanently incapable of self-support because of disability before age 18. 

The Veteran must have been discharged under conditions other than dishonorable and 

must have had 90 days or more of active military service, at least one day of which was 

during a period of war, or a service-connected disability justifying discharge. Longer    

periods of service may be required for Veterans who entered active duty on or after    

September 8, 1980, or October 16, 1981, if an officer. If the Veteran died in service but 

not in the line of duty, the death pension may be payable if the Veteran completed at least two years of     

honorable service.  

Burial and Memorial Benefits for Survivors  
The Department of Veterans Affairs offers several burial and memorial benefits for    

eligible survivors and dependents. These benefits may include internment at a state or 

national Veterans cemetery, plot, marker and more.  

 

Continued on page 4  

 

 

Survivors & Dependents 
Benefits  
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Survivors and Dependents Benefits continued from page 3 

 

 

Survivors’ & Dependents' Educational Assistance  

The VA provides educational assistance to qualifying dependents as follows: 

1 - The spouse or child of a service member or Veteran who either died of a service-

connected disability, or who has a permanent and total service-connected disability, 

or who died while such disability existed. 

2 - The spouse or child of a service member listed for more than 90 days as         

currently Missing In Action (MIA), captured in the line of duty by a hostile force, 

or detained or interned by a foreign government or power. 

3 - The spouse or child of a service member who is hospitalized or is receiving   

outpatient care or treatment for a disability that is determined to be totally and    

permanently disabling, incurred or aggravated due to active duty, and for which the 

service member is likely to be discharged from military service. 

Surviving spouses lose eligibility if they remarry before age 57 or are living with   

another person who has been held out publicly as their spouse. They can regain      

eligibility if their remarriage ends by death or divorce or if they cease living with the 

person. Dependent children do not lose eligibility if the surviving spouse remarries. 

The period of eligibility of Veterans’ spouses expires 10 years from either the date 

they became eligible or the date of the Veterans’ death. The VA may grant an         

extension. Children generally must be between the ages of 18 and 26 to receive     

educational benefits, though extensions may be granted. The period of eligibility for 

spouses of service members who died on active duty expires 20 years from the date of 

death. This is a change in law that became effective December 10, 2004. Spouses of 

service members who died on active duty whose 10-year eligibility period expired 

before December 10, 2004, now have 20 years from that date of death to use educational benefits. Effective 

October 10, 2008, Public Law 110-389 provides a 20-year period of eligibility for spouses of Veterans with a 

permanent and total service-connected disability rating effective within 3 years of release from active duty. 

VA Home Loan Guaranty 

A VA loan guaranty to acquire a home may be available to an unmarried spouse of 

a Veteran or service member who died as a result of service-connected disabilities, 

a surviving spouse who remarries after age 57, or to a spouse of a service member 

officially listed as MIA or who is currently a POW for more than 90 days. Spouses 

of those listed MIA/POW are limited to one loan. 

“No-Fee” Passports 

“No-fee” passports are available to immediate    

family members (spouse, children, parents, brothers, and sisters) for the      

expressed purpose of visiting their loved one’s grave or memorialization site 

at an American military cemetery on foreign soil. For additional information, 

write to the American Battle Monuments Commission, Courthouse Plaza II, 

Suite 500, 2300 Clarendon Blvd., Arlington, VA 22201, or telephone          

703-696-6897, or visit the website at www.abmc.gov. 
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IMPORTANT DAV VAN IMPORTANT DAV VAN IMPORTANT DAV VAN    

INFORMATION CHANGESINFORMATION CHANGESINFORMATION CHANGES   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The van runs on certain Mondays, Tuesdays,   

Wednesdays & Thursdays taking Veterans to          

appointments at DORN VAMC for their scheduled   

appointments between 9am and 1pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need to schedule a ride on the DAV van,  

please call the office for dates and space availability 

at 803-785-8400.  

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR  

VOLUNTEER VAN DRIVERS!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are 18 or older or know someone who may be interested in               

volunteering to drive the DAV van at least one day a month,  

please contact the office at 803-785-8400.   

 

 

 

      

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMPZ3-b9zsgCFcG-gAodkmIF-A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdwallpapersos.com%2Fmark-calendar-clip-art-free.html&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGyBlDi-pqKVkmk64_oE7L
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL-Xzo7_zsgCFQ_xgAodfe0MCw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicalmasquers.org%2Fvolunteer%2F&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHxR2wuKkVOjx8RrrHWDsPbZLSfqA&ust=14453598013
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OONN  TTHISHIS  DDAYAY  IINN  HHISTORYISTORY  
 

Did you know that the following events occurred during the months of July/August? 

   

 

July 1, 1862 - The Bureau of Internal Revenue was established by an Act 
of  Congress. 
 

July 4, 1804 - Novelist and short-story writer, Nathaniel Hawthorne was 
born in Salem, Massachusetts. 
 

July 10, 1991 - Boris Yeltsin took the oath of office, becoming the first 
popularly elected president in Russia's thousand-year history. 
 

July 16, 1945 - The experimental Atomic bomb, "Fat Boy", was set off at 
5:30 a.m. in the desert of New Mexico, creating a mushroom cloud rising 
41,000 ft. 
 

July 19, 1863 - During the American Civil War, Union troops made a     
second attempt to capture Fort Wagner near Charleston, South Carolina. 
The attack was led by the 54th Massachusetts Colored Infantry,           
commanded by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, who was killed along with half 
of the 600 men in the regiment. This battle marked the first use of black 
Union troops in the war. 
 

July 21, 1899 - Ernest Hemingway was born in Oak Park, Illinois. 
 

July 28, 1943 - During World War II, a firestorm killed 42,000 civilians in   
Hamburg, Germany. The firestorm occurred after 2,326 tons of bombs and     
incendiaries were dropped by the Allies. 
 

July 31, 1790 - The U.S. Patent Office first opened its doors. 
 

August 1, 1779 - “Star-Spangled Banner” author Francis Scott Key was 
born in Frederick County, Maryland. 
 

August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain, with 
three ships, Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria. 
 

August 5, 1962 - Film star, Marilyn Monroe died at age 36 from an       
overdose of sleeping pills. 
 

August 14, 1935 - President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act             
establishing the system which guarantees pensions to those who retire at 
age 65. 
 

August 21, 1959 - President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a proclamation      
admitting Hawaii to the Union as the 50th state. 
 

August 28, 1963 - The March on Washington occurred as over 250,000 
people attended a Civil Rights rally in Washington, D.C., at which Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., made his now-famous “I Have a Dream” speech. 
 

August 31, 1997 - Britain's Princess Diana died at age 36 from massive 
internal injuries suffered in a high-speed car crash, reportedly after being 
pursued by  photographers. 

 

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/hawthorne.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/index.html
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/ike.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/marchers-wash.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/march-wash.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/march-wash.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/diana-dances.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb27WBna_NAhXJKyYKHdvdDOEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.logoworks.com%2Fblog%2Fweird-stuff-irs-logo%2F&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNF4x7cLOPIo1Mt_hcEZo5k51UEMZg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwith7Ggna_NAhVMMyYKHccLDsAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fquoteaddicts.com%2Fauthor%2Fnathaniel-hawthorne&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNEhR0eT8_F83RNSwqecjuOT6PPeQA&us
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi334Gyna_NAhXD2yYKHR0qDxkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biographyonline.net%2Fpoliticians%2Frussian%2Fboris-yeltsin.html&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNG0RMiODs2R
http://www.atomicheritage.org/history/little-boy-and-fat-man
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjuxfSDnq_NAhUF4iYKHaHABacQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2F54th_Massachusetts_Infantry_Regiment&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHzI_3xphyxfSv_
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZiPuanq_NAhUBSiYKHeKUBRsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biography.com%2Fpeople%2Fernest-hemingway-9334498&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFngMjxOXoWpZHkTL3IFWypwgZ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwid_6u6nq_NAhVD7iYKHdi5BOMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkids.britannica.com%2Fcomptons%2Fart-54847%2FHamburg-Germany%3F&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNG6SYQ3KswNNOGMm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEkKjZnq_NAhUCRCYKHfY0BxMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.geneticsandsociety.org%2Farticle.php%3Fid%3D5754&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNE0ObdIiiGHUDzs2urWd8XdhJve
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE7oSBn6_NAhXGSCYKHU6EAkAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F83035186852541390%2F&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNER8w40MmdyjVL-6ClScuhUHIvxsg&u
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjmodimn6_NAhUJLSYKHTuYCJUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fact.tedforcongress.com%2Fpage%2Fs%2Fi-support-social-security&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNERrX5oJ0SmH1C6iKv
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZtO25n6_NAhWBRCYKHUzvCvEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lighthousefriends.com%2Fhi.html&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFQKvms_Jyv76HX07uiwrD8vjkNsw&ust=1466259234
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiS_YfqoK_NAhVFRSYKHWRSB7AQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DOefdqK3jKi0&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHCcUQ9KKW3HMysLhpusThdRm7PIw&ust=14
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VA Launches Veterans Legacy Program 
  
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced the launch of 
the Veterans Legacy Program to memorialize Veterans’ service 
and sacrifice through public educational programming.  The       
program uses the rich resources found throughout VA national 
cemeteries, Soldiers’ lots and monument sites.  
 “The Veterans Legacy Program is meant to bring to life the stories 

of Veterans buried in the VA national cemeteries through lesson plans, interactive maps and video              
vignettes,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Robert A. McDonald. “Behind every marker is a story—a 
story of what it meant to be a Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine and Coast Guardsman at a particular       
moment in time. Our goal is to ensure that our nation does not forget their stories and their sacrifice.” 
Using online educational products such as lesson plans, interactive maps and short video vignettes, the 
VA, through the Veterans Legacy Program, will engage the general public, 
students and educators.  The VA launched this initiative earlier this year at 
two pilot sites: Beaufort National Cemetery in South Carolina and Riverside 
National Cemetery in California. Over the next several years, online         
educational products and programs will be developed for all the VA        
national cemeteries.      
The VA has also formed a partnership with the American Battle           
Monuments Commission (ABMC) to co-sponsor a “Teachers Institute,” a 
workshop for educators who will conduct research at the VA and the 
ABMC     cemeteries. Information about the program may be found at www.cem.va.gov/cem/legacy/. 
More than 4 million Americans, including Veterans of every war and conflict, are buried in the VA’s 133 
national cemeteries. The VA also provides funding to establish, expand, improve, and maintain 100     
Veterans cemeteries in 47 states and territories including tribal trust lands, Guam and Saipan. For        
Veterans not buried in a VA national cemetery, the VA provides headstones, markers or medallions to 
commemorate their service. In 2015, the VA honored more than 353,000 Veterans and their loved ones 
with memorial benefits in national, state, tribal and private cemeteries. 
For more information about the history of VA national cemeteries, visit www.cem.va.gov/history. 

 

“”Freedom has its life in the hearts, the 
actions, and the spirit of men and so 
it must be daily earned and refreshed 
else like a flower cut 
from its life-giving 
roots, it will wither 

and die.” 
 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 

 

 

Mark your  

calendar… 

 

 
 

The 2016 Lexington 

County Veterans 

Parade will be held 

on Sunday,  

November 6th at 

3pm.   

https://webmail.va.gov/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=_0nC3U0p_iqaImQ4cQvGRIgb4owLbWq1JCkEkjPjRjgg1-6XfIbTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGUAbQAuAHYAYQAuAGcAbwB2AC8AYwBlAG0ALwBsAGUAZwBhAGMAeQAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cem.va.gov%2fcem%2flegacy%2f
https://webmail.va.gov/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=sX0dwOYJt96JRFBEf6nCgGzOtSYIP7NDhTJP2Pfw0M8g1-6XfIbTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGUAbQAuAHYAYQAuAGcAbwB2AC8AaABpAHMAdABvAHIAeQA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cem.va.gov%2fhistory
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-h8_R76_NAhUE7yYKHf1NDWYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.beaufortusa.com%2Fnational_cemetery.htm&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHhsqQck6oOroPjCz50m20rFxSeQA&ust=14
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjphZ6K8K_NAhXEQyYKHTPyAIEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cem.va.gov%2F&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHtMAKbHUWacjyolwcON-qWRWit2Q&ust=1466280862288088
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz4LCNhLfNAhVCbSYKHd5yBmcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fparade-clip-art&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEISLGfio3MVNnB59mcscC69CCulw&ust=1466526765163148
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwigvNG1hLfNAhUKRiYKHcHGBF4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-newspaper-mark-the-date.html&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHXp8fVPXydWTOWrvD08eGAgxKI8Q&ust=14665268
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisw4KUtLfNAhVD4CYKHag-DakQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rutherford.org%2Fpublications_resources%2Foldspeak%2Fdwight_eisenhower_the_peace_president_who_refused_to_use
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VA Home Loans 
The VA helps service members, Veterans, and eligible surviving spouses become homeowners. As 
part of their mission to serve you, they provide a home loan guaranty benefit and other             
housing-related programs to help you buy, build, repair, retain, or adapt a home for your own    
personal occupancy. The VA home loans are provided by private lenders, such as banks and   
mortgage companies. The VA guarantees a portion of the loan, enabling the lender to provide you 
with more favorable terms. 
 

Benefits 
Purchase Loans: helps you purchase a home at a competitive interest rate often without requiring a down payment or private        
mortgage insurance. Cash Out Refinance loans allow you to take cash out of your home equity to take care of concerns like paying 
off debt, funding school, or making home improvements.  
Interest Rate Reduction Refinance Loan (IRRRL): also called the Streamline Refinance Loan can help you obtain a lower interest 
rate by refinancing your existing VA loan.  
Native American Direct Loan (NADL) Program: helps eligible Native American Veterans finance the purchase, construction, or 
improvement of homes on Federal Trust Land, or reduce the interest rate on a VA loan.  
Adapted Housing Grants: helps Veterans with a permanent and total service-connected disability purchase or build an adapted 
home or to modify an existing home to account for their disability.  
Other Resources: many states offer resources to Veterans, including property tax reductions to certain Veterans.  

 

Eligibility Requirements 
The length of your service or service commitment and/or duty status may determine your eligibility for    
specific home loan benefits. 
Purchase Loans and Cash-Out Refinance: VA-guaranteed loans are available for homes for your own 
personal occupancy. To be eligible, you must have a good credit score, sufficient income, a valid         
Certificate of Eligibility (COE), and meet certain service requirements.  
Interest Rate Reduction Refinance Loan (IRRRL): The IRRRL is a "VA to VA" loan, meaning it can only 

be applied to refinance an existing VA loan. An IRRRL can be done only if you have already used your eligibility for a VA loan on the 
property you intend to refinance.  
Native American Direct Loan (NADL) Program: The NADL program helps Native American Veterans purchase, construct,       
improve, or re-finance a home on Native American trust lands. Your tribal organization must participate in the VA direct loan       
program. You must have a valid Certificate of Eligibility (COE) and meet certain service requirements.  
Adapted Housing Grants: The VA helps Veterans with certain total and permanent disabilities related to your military service    
obtain suitable housing with either a Specially Adapted Housing (SAH) or Special Housing Adaptation (SHA) grant.  
 

How to Apply 
Purchase Loan & Cash-Out Refinance: VA loans are obtained through a lender of your choice once you obtain a Certificate of   
Eligibility (COE). You can obtain a COE through eBenefits, by mail, and often through your lender.  
Interest Rate Reduction Refinance Loan: A new Certificate of Eligibility (COE) is not required. You may take your Certificate of  
Eligibility to show the prior use of your entitlement or your lender may use our e-mail confirmation procedure in lieu of a certificate of 
eligibility.  
Native American Direct Loan (NADL) Program: First, confirm that your tribal organization participates in the VA direct loan        
program. NADL loans are obtained through a lender of your choice once you obtain a Certificate of Eligibility (COE). You can obtain 
a COE through eBenefits, by mail, and often through your lender.  
Adapted Housing Grants: You can apply for an SAH or SHA grant by either downloading and           
completing VA Form 26-4555  and submitting it to your nearest Regional Loan Center, or completing the 
online application.   
 
If you have specific questions regarding VA home loan eligibility, please contact the Eligibility Center,   
located at the Atlanta Regional Loan Center, at the following address: Atlanta Regional Loan Center,    
Attention:  COE (262), PO Box 100034, Decatur, GA 30031. Their toll-free number is: 1-888-768-2132.  

http://www.ebenefits.va.gov/
http://www.ebenefits.va.gov/
http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-26-4555-ARE.pdf
http://www.benefits.va.gov/atlanta/regional-loan-center.asp
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The History of the Social Security Act The History of the Social Security Act The History of the Social Security Act    
   
   

The Social Security Act is one of the truly momentous legislative                     

accomplishments in United States history. Enacted in the throes of the Great   

Depression, it was a sweeping bill that generated an array of programs to aid    

numerous groups of Americans. The law got its title from the groundbreaking 

social insurance program designed to provide a steady income for retired workers 

aged 65 or older. 

Social Security as it would be recognized today did not actually come into being 

in America until 1935, but there was one significant predecessor, a social         

security program intended for a particular segment of the American population. 

In the aftermath of the Civil War, there were hundreds of thousands of disabled       

Veterans, as well as widows and orphans. Their needs led to the development of a pension plan with         

similarities to later developments in Social Security. Rooted in the 18th century, several significant social 

trends occurred in 19th century America that made conventional ways of securing economic survival          

increasingly obsolete: The Industrial Revolution; a population shift from the countryside to cities; longer life 

expectancy; and the fading of the extended family. In other words, Americans had become increasingly      

industrialized, citified, and older, and fewer people lived with various relatives nearby.  

The Social Security Act signifies a sharp departure from prior American tradition. The United States had   

customarily stressed "pulling oneself up by the bootstraps" and voluntarism to alleviate social ills. Before the 

1930s, programs for the elderly, public assistance, unemployment compensation or health insurance (except 

for war Veterans) were matters for local, state and family rather than a Federal concern. However, the      

widespread suffering caused by the Great Depression brought support for numerous proposals for a national 

old-age insurance system.  

On January 17, 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt sent a message to 

Congress asking for “social security” legislation. Eventually the bill passed 

both houses, and at approximately 3:30pm, on August 14, 1935, the  Social 

Security Act became law with President Roosevelt’s signature.  Press     

photographers snapped pictures as FDR, flanked by ranking members of 

Congress, signing into law the historic act, which guaranteed an income for 

the unemployed and retirees. FDR commended Congress for what he       

considered to be a “patriotic” act. 

The act created a uniquely American solution to the problem of old-age  

pensions. Unlike many European nations, the U.S. social security "insurance" was supported from 

"contributions" in the form of taxes on individuals’ wages and employers’ payrolls rather than directly from 

Government funds. The act also provided funds to assist children, the blind, and the unemployed; to institute 

vocational training programs; and provide family health programs. As a result, enactment of the Social       

Security Act brought into existence complex administrative challenges. The Social Security Act authorized 

the Social Security Board to register citizens for benefits, to          

administer the contributions received by the Federal Government, 

and to send payments to  recipients. Prior to Social Security, the   

elderly routinely faced the prospect of poverty upon retirement. For 

the most part, that fear has now dissipated.  

Although it was initially created to combat unemployment, Social 

Security now functions primarily as a safety net for retirees and the 

disabled, and provides death benefits to taxpayer dependents. The 

Social Security system has remained relatively unchanged since 

1935. 
   

http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1569.html
http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1569.html
http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h283.html
http://www.socialwelfarehistory.com/eras/great-depression/
http://www.socialwelfarehistory.com/people/roosevelt-franklin-delano/
http://www.disability-benefits-help.org/


 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Commanders of Veterans 

Service Organizations in Lexington 

County, our office is looking for a 

contact name and number for all 

American Legion post, DAV    

chapters, VFW’s, etc. Please      

contact our office with this          

information.   

 

Lexington County  Veterans Group 
 

**There has been a permanent change in the meeting time ** 
 

All Lexington County Veterans are invited to attend the weekly   meetings. The group 
meets weekly on Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 noon in the auditorium at 605 West Main 
Street in Lexington. The group meets for Health Issues and PTSD counseling with a   
licensed counselor. 
 

The Veterans group also participates in  various social activities such as group lunches, 
group dinners with wives/significant other, boat trips on Lake Murray, participation in 
the Lexington County Veterans parade and other general group tours.  

 
 

For further information, please contact the Lexington County Veterans Affairs Office at 803-785-8400. 

 

Dang-it Dolls 

Workshops 
 

 

There will be no meetings in  
July or August.  

 
 

Job Hunting? 
 

The VA medical center and  

      regional office is hiring  

Veterans.  
 

Visit USAjobs.com  

for more information.  

July is Eye Injury 

Prevention Month 

 

 

August is Immunization 

Awareness Month 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJyt78ng0cgCFYLVgAodNcUMog&url=http%3A%2F%2Fleesmarket.com%2Femployment-opportunities%2F&bvm=bv.105454873,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHcIVMFU6eMammrc3uzCSCYryQbhw&ust=1
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiugMqH9K_NAhWMSiYKHfpxDgQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmountain.com%2Farticles%2Fimmunization.htm&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFym5-hfRV_84N8TA_m5c1p0jAXgg&
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Happenings Around Lexington County  
 

 July 4th Weekend 
 

Friday, July 1st - Lexington County Blowfish Baseball Games 
Monday, July 4th Games start @ 7:05pm—fireworks after each game. 

  For more information and tickets go to 

  www.goblowfishbaseball.com. 
 

Saturday, July 2nd Lake Murray Boat Parade 

  Parade begins @ 12 noon at Bombing Island heading  

  towards the dam. For more information call (803) 781-5940. 
 

Saturday, July 2nd  Lake Murray Fireworks display 
  Starts at dusk (approximately 9:15pm) 

  Fireworks will be set off from two great locations:  

  Spence Island and Dreher Island State Park. The show is  

  choreographed to a patriotic concert that will air  simultaneously  

  on B106.7; 98.5; or Z93.1. The best places to view the fireworks 

  are Dreher Island State Park and both parks at the dam. 
 

Sunday, July 3rd Star Spangled Symphonic Salute  

  Saluda Shoals Park   

  Concert starts @ 8pm - free admission 

  For more information call (803) 772-1228. 
 

Monday, July 4th  58th Lexington County Peach Festival 
  Gilbert, South Carolina 

  Parade starts @ 9:30am; Fireworks start @ 10pm 

  For more information go to  

   www.lexingtoncountypeachfestival.com. 
 

 

During the Month of August 
 

Friday, August 5th Brew at the Zoo @ Riverbanks Zoo 
  7 to 9:30pm 

  For more information go to  

  wwwriverbanks.org/brew-at-the-zoo. 
 

Saturday, August 6th - Columbia Gun & Knife Show 

Sunday, August 7th Jamil Road, Columbia 

  For more information call (803) 463-9377. 
 

Friday, August 12th - 35th SC Peanut Party in Pelion 
Saturday, August 13th Pelion, South Carolina 

  For more information go to  

  www.scpelionpeanutparty.com. 
 

Saturday, August 27th  Wine on the River 

  7 to 10pm 

  Alexander Road, West Columbia 

  For more information call (803-727-8047). 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lexington_County_Blowfish&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=cqOBVduNKsahgwTFuYGYDw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNFv_s1UZ1tz1Ko1YKGxug6MJsY7Fg
https://www.google.com/url?url=https://www.yourfoundation.org/calendar/events/will-university-partnering-saluda-shoals-foundation&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=c72BVdfFN4zbggT17YHIAg&ved=0CCwQ9QEwCw&usg=AFQjCNEqq61sM_xswQPkOr1AXB_-LUHgZg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE9fTMwq_NAhUB8CYKHVwRDWwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fwine-on-the-river-2015-tickets-17185579531&bvm=bv.124817099,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNH-V4cBAZZfi
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VA Announces Community Care Call Center  

to Help Veterans with Choice Program Billing Issues 
 

Veterans can now work directly with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to resolve debt collection     

issues resulting from inappropriate or delayed Choice Program billing. In step with MyVA’s efforts to        

modernize VA’s customer-focused, Veteran-centered services capabilities, a Community Care Call Center has 

been set up for Veterans experiencing adverse credit reporting or debt collection resulting from                   

inappropriately billed Choice Program claims. Veterans experiencing these problems can call                            

1-877-881-7618 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern Time) for assistance. The new call center will work to resolve     

instances of improper Veteran billing and assist community care medical providers with delayed                

payments. The VA staff are also trained and ready to work with the medical providers to expunge adverse 

credit reporting on Veterans resulting from delayed payments to providers. The VA is urging Veterans to 

continue to work with their VA primary care team to obtain necessary health care services regardless of   

adverse credit reporting or debt collection activity. The VA acknowledges that delayed payments and        

inappropriately billed claims are unacceptable and have caused stress for Veterans and providers alike. For 

more details about the Veterans Choice Program and VA’s progress, visit: www.va.gov/opa/choiceact.     

Veterans seeking to use the Veterans Choice Program can call 1-866-606-8198 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern 

Time) to find out more about the program, confirm their eligibility and schedule an appointment. 

http://www.va.gov/opa/choiceact
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Individual Unemployability Benefits 
 

What is Individual Unemployability? 
Individual Unemployability is a part of the VA’s disability compensation program that 
allows the VA to pay certain Veterans compensation at the 100% rate, even though 
the VA has not rated their service-connected disabilities at the total level. 
 

What is the Eligibility Criteria for Individual Unemployability? 
A Veteran must be unable to maintain substantially gainful employment as a result 
of his/her service-connected disabilities.  Additionally, a Veteran must have: 
 * one service-connected disability ratable at 60 percent or more, OR 
 * two or more service-connected disabilities, at least one disability ratable at 40 percent or 
 more with a combined rating of 70 percent or more.  
 

How do I Apply? 
Submit VA Form 21-8940, Veteran’s Application for Increased Compensation Based on Unemployability 
to our office or your nearest VA regional office.  You can also call our office to schedule an appointment 
with us.   

 

Can I work? 
Veterans who are in receipt of Individual Unemployability benefits may work as long 
as it is not considered substantially gainful employment.  The employment must be 
considered marginal employment.  
 

 * Substantially gainful employment is defined as employment at 
 which non-disabled individuals earn their livelihood with earnings  
 comparable to the particular occupation in the community where the 
 Veterans reside.  
 * Marginal employment is generally deemed to exist when a         
 Veteran’s earned income does not exceed the amount established by 

            the U.S. Census Bureau as the poverty level for the Veteran only.   
 

What is the poverty level? 
Per the U.S. Census Bureau the poverty levels depends upon the Veteran’s age.  If a Veteran is up to 
age 65, the poverty level is $11,702 per year.  If the Veteran is over age 65, the poverty level is $10,788. 
 

What if I don’t meet the percentage Criteria? 
Special consideration will be given for Veterans when the following criteria is met: 
 * The Veteran is considered unemployable due to a service-connected disability(ies) but 
 fails to meet the minimum percentage standards, OR 
 * There is evidence of exceptional or unusual circumstances to        
 impairment of earning capacity due to disabilities (for example,        
 interference with employment or frequent periods of hospitalization) 
 

Note:  Veterans may have to complete an employment questionnaire once a year in 
order for the VA to determine continued eligibility to Individual Unemployability. 
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County Council  

Needs You! 
  

Veterans are still needed to 

lead the Pledge of          

Allegiance at County  

Council meetings on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 

the month. County Council  

meetings start at 4:30pm, 

so please be present 

around 4:15pm.  

Contact the office at 803-785-8400,     

if you are interested.  

 

 

OUTREACH DATES AND TIMES 

 
 

Batesburg/Leesville Outreach 

is the 2nd Friday of the month 

at the Batesburg/Leesville  

Library from  10 a.m. to 12 

noon.  
 

Chapin Outreach is the 1st 

Friday of the month at the 

Chapin Library from  10 a.m. 

to 12 noon. 
 

Gaston/Swansea Outreach 

is the 1st Thursday of the 

month at the Gaston Library 

from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
     

 

 

 

 

Appointments are strongly encouraged. 

Call the office at 803-785-8400  

to schedule a time. 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

The VAMC Dorn now has a food 
pantry.  Any Veteran in need may 
participate in the program. He or 
she must contact Voluntary        
Services and they will  direct you to 
the food pantry. To contact Voluntary Services call 
(803) 776-4000 extension 6780. 

KOREAN WAR  

COMMEMORATION 

MEDAL 
 

These medals were given 

out to commemorate the 

60th anniversary of the end 

of the Korean war.  The 

medal was commissioned 

and made by the South  

Korean government as a 

sign of appreciation and thanks for American  

soldiers.  The lanyard of the medal depicts the 

flags of all the nations involved in the war and the 

medal itself contains a piece of the wire from the 

DMZ.  

 

Do you know of a Korean War Veteran in         

Lexington County that hasn’t received a Korean 

War Commemoration medal? If so, please have 

them contact or come by our office. If the Veteran 

is deceased, this medal can also be awarded to 

the surviving spouse.   

 

Our office has a few medals remaining to award, 

so it is first come first served.    

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://sagharborfoodpantry.com/how_to_donate_or_volunteer&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CDgQwW4wEWoVChMItar62_e6xwIVydOACh0BDAGB&usg=AFQjCNHppk8ulGbInTnxyjCKwX4IzaprMQ
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NEW  
SOUTH CAROLINA POW MEDAL 

 

South Carolina Veterans 

who were prisoners of war 

during a war time period are 

eligible to receive a new 

special state POW medal for 

their time in captivity. The 

POW medal was created by 

the Legislature in a June 

2014 law that authorizes the 

Governor to present the 

award to South Carolina 

residents who are on federal 

POW lists. Any former POW who received 

an honorable discharge and is a South    

Carolina citizen can apply for the medal. 

Former prisoners from WWII, Korean War, 

Vietnam War, or other conflicts are also     

eligible. Surviving spouses or descendants 

can also apply for the medal once. 

 

If you live in Lexington County or know 

someone who does and they meet the above         

requirements, please call the Lexington 

County VA office at 803-785-8400 with their 

name and contact information.  

 

For basic information and questions,  
please check out our webpage at  

www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/va/Pages/index.aspx 
 

A list of the Veterans Service Organizations in Lexington County  
and copies of the newsletter are also on our webpage. 

Combat Veterans  

Get Telephonic Health Care Application Option   

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has announced 

that it is amending its enrollment regulations to allow  

Veterans to complete applications for enrollment in VA 

health care by telephone without the need for a signed 

paper application. The change is effective immediately 

for Combat Veterans and will be effective July 5, 2016, 

for all Veterans. This phased implementation accelerates 

the VA’s effort to enroll all Combat Veterans with pending 

applications as part of its ongoing Veterans Enrollment 

Rework Project. The VA is working to complete the     

review and rework of all pending health enrollment     

records for living and deceased Veterans this summer. 

By adding this telephone application option to the VA’s 

regulations, the VA will now offer three ways to enroll. 

This change provides Veterans an even more convenient 

way to apply for enrollment, in addition to the paper VA 

Form 10-10EZ and online enrollment application process. 

For more information, Veterans can contact the Health 

Eligibility Center Enrollment and Eligibility Division toll 

free at 1-855-488-8440. 

CLOSINGS... 
County offices will be closed on the following date: 

Monday, July 4th for Independence Day 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI-Tga_NwsgCFYz_gAodDbsGzw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomputertutorinc.net%2Fcomputer-maintenance-safety-tips%2F&psig=AFQjCNEZJnGyQ6-sls2H9AEEqPmnQUhQ7A&ust=1444934160
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMpMLSsbfNAhWEOiYKHfgYBpAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.optaros.com%2Finsights%2Fblog%2Frash-retail-store-closings-should-spur-brand-manufacturers-action&psig=AFQj
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMpMLSsbfNAhWEOiYKHfgYBpAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.optaros.com%2Finsights%2Fblog%2Frash-retail-store-closings-should-spur-brand-manufacturers-action&psig=AFQj
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About Our Office  
This office is employed by Lexington County not the 
Federal VA. The Lexington County Veterans’ Affairs 
Office is an advocate for Veterans and their surviving 
dependents. We provide the assistance needed in   
applying for benefits from the Department of          
Veterans Affairs and VA medical care. The Lexington 
County VA Office assists former and present members 
of the US Armed Forces and their dependents in     
preparing claims. Types of benefits include but not 
limited to: service-connected disabilities and               
non-service connected pension; death pension      
benefits; burial; medical care; educational assistance, 
including vocational rehabilitation; guaranteed home 
loans; government life insurance and other benefits. 
We are not trained in Social Security or Department of 
Defense Benefits but can assist with some of these 
forms.  

 

The VA has a website anyone can access for 
all VA questions, SEP user guides,              

regulations, policies, laws and any other    
VA resources. The website is: 

www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov. 

News from  

VAMC Dorn  
 

 

The MyHealtheVet office has moved to the main 

facility. The office is now located in Building 

100A, Room 1D104, which is directly across the 

hall from the elevators to the 

eye clinic and directly adjacent 

to the White and Blue team 

area. For more information, call 

(803) 695-6783. 
 

The new three-story parking garage for DORN 

should be completed sometime in 2017. The      

garage, which will be located behind the main  

hospital (Building 100) and directly adjacent to 

Building 106, is expected to support more that 400 

vehicles. The unfortunate side is that during     

construction Dorn will actually lose about 100 

spaces, which will make  parking 

even more of a challenge. During 

construction, Veterans are         

encouraged to arrive for their 

scheduled appointments at least 

one hour prior as parking will be at 

a premium.    

 

Did you know... 
     * 12% of Veterans file Appeals 

     * Nationwide approximately 80,000                                              
 appeals are filed annually 

     * There are 65 judges in Washington, 
 D.C. that work appeals 

HELP NEEDED 
Help is needed at Lexington Interfaith Community Services 
(LICS).  They are in particular need for folks to assist at the 
donation door. They have staff members who would work 
with them and supervise.  
This position entails customer service by greeting community 
members as they drive up to donate items, assisting them 
with carrying in their items, possibly giving receipts, and then 
sorting the items.  It is physical work, but they can work 
around any slight limitations.  Lifting is 
often required and they may also be 
asked to load items onto a truck. 
If you are interested, contact: Kitti 
Clayton, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
803-957-6656 ext: 227. 

 

July is National 

Ice Cream 

Month! 
 

August is  

National  

Catfish 

Month! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN3KGi_rbNAhWBTSYKHfeYDzMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Ffood%2Fthe-history-kitchen%2Fexplore-the-delicious-history-of-ice-cream%2F&psig=AFQjCNG9wK0lTSL85K5
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Featured Medal:   

The European, African, Middle Eastern  

Campaign Medal 
 

The European–African–Middle Eastern Campaign Medal is a military award of the 
United States Armed Forces which was first created on November 6, 1942 by       
Executive Order 9265 issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The medal was 
intended to recognize those military service members who had performed military 
duty in the European Theater (to include North Africa and the Middle East) during the 
years of the Second World War.  
 

The medal design was submitted to the Commission of Fine Arts on September 17, 
1946 and the first sample was completed in July 1947. The first recipient of the   
European–African–Middle Eastern Campaign Medal was General of the Army 
Dwight Eisenhower on  July 24, 1947 in recognition of his service as Supreme   
Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force during World War II. Originally known 
as the “EAME Ribbon”, the European–African–Middle Eastern Campaign Medal is 
awarded for any service performed between December 7, 1941 and March 2, 1946, 
dates inclusive, provided such service was performed in the following geographical 
theater areas: West boundary -- From the North Pole, south along the 75th meridian 
west longitude to the 77th parallel north latitude, thence southeast through Davis 
Strait to the intersection of the 40th parallel north latitude and the 35th meridian west 
longitude, thence south along that meridian to the 10th parallel north latitude, thence 
southeast to the intersection of the equator and the 20th meridian west longitude, 
thence along the 20th meridian west longitude to the South Pole. East boundary -- 
from the North Pole, south along the 60th meridian east longitude to its intersection 
with the eastern border of Iran, thence south along that border to the Gulf of Oman 
and the intersection of the 60th meridian east longitude, thence south along the 60th 
meridian east longitude to the South Pole. 
 

The Bronze medal is 1 3/8 inches in width. On the obverse is a LST landing craft and troops landing under 
fire with an airplane in the background below the words EUROPEAN AFRICAN  MIDDLE EASTERN     
CAMPAIGN. On the reverse, an American bald eagle close between the dates 1941 - 1945 and the words 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes. the 
3/16 inch Brown 67136 which represents the sands of Africa. The 1/16 inch Irish Green 67189, 1/16 inch 
White 67101 and 1/16 inch Scarlet 67111 represent Italian colors. The 1/4 inch Irish Green represents the 
green fields of Europe. The center, 1/8 inch tri-parted Old Glory Blue 67178, White and Scarlet, are taken 
from the American Defense Service Medal ribbon and refers to the continuance of American Defense after 
Pearl Harbor. Next is a 1/4 inch Irish Green, again the green fields of Europe. The 1/16 inch White; 1/16 inch 
Black 67138, 1/16 inch White represent Germany. Lastly 3/16 inch Brown, again representing the sands of      
Africa. 

Picture of  

European, African, 

Middle Eastern         

Campaign Medal 

and Ribbon. 

Coming in the Next Issue… 

 

100% P&T benefits;  

long term care; &  

VA nursing homes  


