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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Volunteers: Our office provides 

a van to transport Veterans to 

their VA Medical Center  

appointments on Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday of each 

week. The van is driven by volunteer drivers and this service could 

not be provided without their help. The drivers pick up and drop off 

the Veterans at their home and this service is made available to    

Veterans who have no other transportation means and they must be 

able to get on and off the van on their own. Presently, we are in need 

of volunteers in order to continue this valuable service. If you or    

someone you know can drive one day per week or one day per 

month, please contact our office at 785-8400 and any of us will be 

glad to speak with you about this. We would like to offer this service 

more days per week and could if we had more drivers. Thank you in 

advance for considering. 

House Bill 3382: Rep. Todd Atwater has introduced a bill that I 

think is very important and I have long advocated for schools to be 

closed on Veterans Day and Memorial Day. Presently, only one 

school district in Lexington County is closed both days and that is 

the one I graduated from, District 2. Many school districts along the 

coast are closed both days and always honor our Veterans and 

Armed Forces with superb ceremonies and displays. It is too much 

to ask for all schools to be closed to honor these two very important 

days? I hope you will contact your state leaders and ask them to   

support this bill and if you have relatives or friends in other counties, 

I hope you will contact them and encourage them to contact their 

state leaders. Our Veterans deserve no less! 

Outreach: I perform outreach to Veterans and survivors in the four 

corners of the county each month and enjoy the time to get out in the 

public. I also perform a number of speaking engagements and VA 

benefits presentations throughout the county. If you or your          

organization would like a briefing, please contact our office. We try 

to put most of these dates on our newsletter calendar and if you 

would like to attend one, please do so. I would love to meet our 

readers and other interested persons at these events. 
 

It is an honor to serve Lexington County! 

From the 
Director... 

A Note from the Editor…A Note from the Editor…A Note from the Editor…   
 

The Veterans News will now be a bi-monthly issue. 
 

We are now emailing copies of  the newsletter. Please contact the  
office to be added to the newsletter email list.  
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Friday, March 1st   Chapin Outreach 
 

Thursday, March 7th  Gaston Outreach 
 

Friday, March 8th    Batesburg/Leesville Outreach 
 

Sunday, March 10th   Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

Thursday, March 14th  Cayce/W. Columbia Outreach 
     VA presentation @ Oakleaf  
     Village in Lexington  
 

Sunday, March 17th   St. Patrick’s Day 
 

Wednesday, March 20th  Spring Begins 
 

Friday, March 29th   Good Friday 
 

Sunday, March 31st   Easter Sunday 
 

Monday, April 1st   April Fools Day 
 

Monday, April 8th   Holocaust Remembrance Day 
 

Thursday, April 11th   Cayce/W. Columbia Outreach 
 

Friday, April 12th   Batesburg/Leesville Outreach 
 

Tuesday April 16th -   SCACVAO Conference in  
Friday, April 19th   Myrtle Beach 
 

Monday, April 22nd   Earth Day 
 

Wednesday April 24th  Veterans Rally @ State House 
 

Wednesday, April 24th   Administrative Professionals 
     Day 
 
 
NOTE:  There will be no outreach in Gaston and Chapin in April. 
 

 
 

AT-A-GLANCE 
CALENDAR 

March/April 

 

YOUR VA OFFICE STAFF 
 

ED LUNDEEN 

ELUNDEEN@LEX-CO.COM 

DIRECTOR 
 

JENNIFER HENDRIX 
JHENDRIX@LEX-CO.COM 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR/ 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

MELANIE DAMOUDE 
MDAMOUDE@LEX-CO.COM 

BENEFITS COUNSELOR 
 

MARGARET K. BOGGESS 
MBOGGESS@LEX-CO.COM 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

 

 

605 WEST MAIN STREET,  

SUITE 101 

LEXINGTON, S.C. 29072 
 

TELEPHONE: (803) 785-8400  
FAX: (803) 785-0115 

 

 
 

 

TOLL-FREE  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Lexington Main Office:              785-8400 
From Batesburg/Leesville:        332-8400 
From Chapin:                  941-0231 

 
 
 

   

New Office PolicyNew Office PolicyNew Office Policy   
   
   

Please call the office  
to schedule an appointment for         

outreach in all four areas.   
Walk-ins will be seen after                   

appointments, if time permits.  
 

Purple—Holidays/Special Days 

Blue—Outreach dates 

Red—County Offices Closed/No van scheduled 

Black—Director’s appearances in the County 

Pink—Special Events throughout the County 

Orange—Special event—Director Out of Office 

Dark Green—Special Notices 
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    State of SC Benefits for VeteransState of SC Benefits for VeteransState of SC Benefits for Veterans 

 
 

VETERANS REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS 
The Federal Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA), enacted in October 1994, provides reemployment     

protection and other benefits for Veterans and employees who perform military service. It clarifies the rights and responsibilities of National Guard 

and Reserve members, as well as their civilian employers. USERRA was significantly updated in 1996 and 1998 and applies almost universally to 

all employers, regardless of the size of their business.  Contact the US Department of Labor at 866-487-2365, or the US Department of Defense 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserves (ESGR) at 800-336-4590, or visit them on the web at: www.esgr.org. 

CREDIT OF STATE RETIREMENT FOR MILITARY SERVICE 
An employee of the State with two (2) or more years of credited service with the South Carolina Retirement System may also purchase additional 

credit, up to six years, for military service towards his/her State retirement.  Contact State Retirement Systems at 1-800-868-9002 / 803-737-6800 

for a cost analysis. 

ADMISSIONS TAX EXEMPTION 
Provides for the exemption of admissions taxes to athletic contests in which junior American Legion athletic teams are participants unless the   

proceeds are given to individual players in the form of salary or otherwise.  For more information, call (803) 612-1171. 

INCOME TAX EXEMPTION ON RETIREMENT PAY  
Any person retired from the uniformed services or their surviving spouse, shall be allowed an exemption from the S.C. State Income Tax of $3,000 

until age 65. At age 65 $10,000 of retirement pay is exempt.  For more information, call (803) 898-5709. 

PROPERTY TAXES - HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 
All persons who have been declared permanently and totally disabled by the Social Security Administration, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 

other state or federal agencies, are eligible for a homestead exemption in an amount set by the General Assembly. This also applies to persons over 

age 65.  For more information, contact your county and municipal tax offices. 

FREE HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES 
Provides for free hunting/fishing license to Veterans who are totally disabled. License must be applied for directly from SC Department of Natural 

Resources showing proof of disability.  For more information, call SCDNR at (803) 734-3838, or visit them on the web at www.dnr.sc.gov. 

STATE PARKS BENEFIT FOR TOTALLY DISABLED PERSONS 
Provides that any South Carolina resident who is a permanently and totally disabled Veteran may enter any state park at a reduced rate upon       

presentation of supporting disability documentation. The Veteran may also apply for a reduced fee “Palmetto Passport.” Certain services may     

require an additional fee.  For more information, call South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism at (803) 734-0156, or visit them 

on the web at www.southcarolinaparks.com. 

SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 
Upon establishing proof of eligibility to entitlement, the S.C. Department of Public Safety, (803) 737-4000, may issue special motor vehicle license 

plates to the following:  

 National Guard  

 National Guard Retirees  

 Purple Heart Recipients  

 Disabled Veterans  

 U.S. Armed Forces Retirees  

 Ex-Prisoners of War  

 Medal of Honor Recipients  

 Pearl Harbor Survivors  

 Normandy Invasion Survivors  

 Marine Corps League 

 Contact the DMV to inquire about more specialty plates 

* Certain registration fees may apply. 

 

For more information, visit the Department of Motor Vehicles on the web at www.scdmvonline.com/DMVNew/PlateGallery.aspx?q=Military, or 

call (803) 896-5000.                           Continued on page 4 

http://www.esgr.org
http://www.dnr.sc.gov
http://www.southcarolinaparks.com
http://www.scdmvonline.com/DMVNew/PlateGallery.aspx?q=Military
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State of SC Benefits for Veterans Continued from page 3State of SC Benefits for Veterans Continued from page 3State of SC Benefits for Veterans Continued from page 3   

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
Provides that the dwelling house in which a Veteran resides who has been rated as one hundred percent permanently and totally disabled from a 

service-connected disability by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, an Ex-POW, or a Medal of Honor recipient may be tax exempt. The tax 

exemption applies to the surviving spouse and may be transferred when purchasing another dwelling.  For more information, contact your county 

and municipal tax offices. The Department of Revenue can be found on the web at www.sctax.org, or call (803) 898-5482. 

SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING 
Provides for the exemption of state, county, and municipal taxes on the residence of Veterans who have lost the use of their lower extremities or 

who have paralysis of one lateral half of the body resulting from injury to the motor centers of the brain.   For more information, contact your 

county and municipal tax offices. The Department of Revenue can be found on the web at www.sctax.org, or call (803) 898-5482. 

TAX EXEMPTION FOR COMPENSATION, PENSION, DISABILITY, RETIREMENT PAY, AND VA PAYMENTS 
Provides that federal tax exempt moneys received from pension or compensation provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, or disability 

pay from the Armed Forces will not be included in SC tax.  For more information, call 1-800-827-1000. 

PRESENTATION OF THE STATE FLAG TO FAMILIES OF DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL 

GUARD 
Provides that the State Adjutant General’s Office shall present to the family of each deceased member of the South Carolina National Guard a flag 

of the State of South Carolina, appropriate for use as a burial flag, upon application of a member of the family of the deceased.  For more          

information, call (803) 734-0200. 

RECORDING OF DISCHARGES 
A certified copy of the recorded discharge may be obtained upon request. Any person desiring a certified copy of any discharge or certificate of lost 

discharge, may apply to the County Clerk of Court or the County Veterans Affairs Officer in which the discharge or certificate of lost discharge is 

registered and shall be furnished a certified copy.  Fees for furnishing a certified copy of discharge or DD Form 214 may be established by each 

County, but may not exceed fifty cents. 

PARKING FEE EXEMPTION 
Provides for an exemption of municipal parking meter fees when a Veteran’s vehicle bears a disabled veteran (“V” tag), Purple Heart or Medal of 

Honor license plate.  For more information, contact your county and municipal government offices. 

MARRIAGE, BIRTH, DEATH AND DIVORCE VERIFICATION 
Provides for the verification of marriage, birth, death, and divorce records without cost when such is required by the U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs, the S.C. Division of Veterans Affairs, the County Veterans Affairs Offices, or any out of state Veterans Affairs entities.  For more        

information, call (803) 734-0200. 

STATE VETERANS NURSING HOMES 
There are three facilities in South Carolina: the E. Roy Stone Jr., Pavilion, which is located in Columbia, the Richard Michael Campbell Veterans 

Nursing Home in Anderson, and the Veterans Victory House in Walterboro. 

 E. Roy Stone Pavilion - Columbia, SC(803) 737-5441 and (803) 737-5282 

 Richard M. Campbell Home - Anderson, SC(864) 261-6734 

 Veterans Victory House - Walterboro, SC(843) 538-3000 

Additional information can be found on the web at www.state.sc.us/dmh/center_inpatient.htm. 

FREE TUITION/EDUCATION ASSISTANCE (FREE TUITION FOR CERTAIN VETERAN'S CHILDREN) 
Provides for free tuition to the children of certain war Veterans attending South Carolina state supported colleges and universities as well as state 

supported post high school technical education institutions. Certain residency requirements apply. For questions or to apply contact (803) 647-2434. 

ACTIVE DUTY PAY RELEVANT TO THE S.C. DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND TAXATION 
Non-resident armed services personnel, who are legal residents of other States, stationed within South Carolina by virtue of military orders are not 

subject to South Carolina income tax on their service pay. They are, however, subject to tax on any other income earned in South Carolina by 

spouses of service personnel.  For more information, visit the Department of Revenue on the web at www.sctax.org/default.htm, or call (803) 898-

5709 or (803) 898-5712. 

SOUTH CAROLINA MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF FUND 

The South Carolina Military Family Relief Fund (SCMFRF), signed into law in 2004 by Governor Mark Sanford, provides monetary grants to 

families of South Carolina National Guard members and South Carolina residents serving in the U.S. Armed Forces Reserve components who were 

called to active duty as a result of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 

http://www.sctax.org
http://www.sctax.org
http://www.state.sc.us/dmh/center_inpatient.htm
http://www.sctax.org/default.htm
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  “A young man who does not have what it takes to perform military            

 service is not likely to have what it takes to make a living.”  

                                                   — John F. Kennedy 

ANNUAL CLOTHING ALLOWANCE 
 

Veterans who wear or use a qualifying prescribed prosthetic or orthopedic appliance and/or prescription medication 
for a service connected disability or skin condition may be eligible for an annual clothing allowance. To be eligible, the 
appliance must wear or tear clothing, or medication must irreparably damage the Veteran's outer-garments.  Effective 
December 16, 2011, Veterans who wear or use more than one qualifying prescribed prosthetic or orthopedic appliance 
and/or prescription medication for more than one service-connected disability or skin condition may be eligible for 
more than one clothing allowance. To be eligible for more than one clothing allowance, the qualifying appliances must 
wear or tear more than one type of article of the Veteran's clothing and/or medications must irreparably damage more 
than one type of the Veteran's clothing or outer-garment.   
Appliances such as an artificial limb, rigid brace, wheelchair, crutches or other appliance prescribed for the Veteran's 
service-connected disability are included. Non-rigid appliances, such as knee, ankle, or elbow sleeves are not included. 
Any medication prescribed for a service connected skin condition that causes permanent stains or otherwise damages 
the Veteran's outer garments is included.  Clothing such as shirts, blouses, pants, skirts, shorts and similar garments 
permanently damaged by qualifying appliances and/or medications are considered in clothing allowance decisions. 
Shoes, hats, scarves, underwear, socks, and similar garments are not included.   
The application form for the clothing allowance is VAF 10-8678 APPLICATION FOR ANNUAL CLOTHING                     
ALLOWANCE (http://www.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/10-8678-fill%204-08.pdf).. Clothing allowance claims should 
be forwarded to the VA Medical Center (VAMC) or Outpatient Clinic (OPC) of jurisdiction, for the attention of the 
Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Service.   
To be eligible for the 2013 clothing allowance, the Veteran must be found to meet the eligibility requirements as of 
August 1, 2013. At the end of July 2013 computer generated letter/applications will be issued to Veterans whose       
records are set to require annual redetermination of clothing allowance eligibility. The 2013 clothing allowance        
payments for Veterans who have been authorized recurring payments and for others whose awards are input on or 
before the last processing cycle of August will be issued from September 1st to October 31st.  If you have not received 
your payment by October 31st, you should contact your local prosthetic representative. Payments authorized after the 
last processing cycle of August will be made by out-of-system payment processing and should go out about 7 - 10 days 
after authorization.  The 2013 clothing allowance is $753.00. Veterans who are receiving their compensation payments 
by direct deposit will receive the clothing allowance payment by direct deposit. Veterans without direct deposit will 
receive their clothing allowance payments by check to the same address as their compensation payments.  A Veteran 
receiving military retired pay is not required to waive any portion of his/her retired pay to receive the clothing            
allowance. 

 

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
 

  Don’t forget to  

                     wear green! 

       Happy 

Easter! 



 

 

 

6 



 

 

 

7 

With tax season here, please note that you are given the opportunity to help Veterans or active duty 
service personnel in need of financial assistance. 
On the South Carolina income tax forms, 1040, there is a place to request that some of your refund or 
some additional payment go to either the SC Military Family Relief Fund or the SC Veterans’ Trust 
Fund. 
The SC Military Family Relief Fund - This fund awards grants to families of 
members of the SC National Guard or Reserves who are called to active duty 
as a result of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Grants are distributed 
based on need, status and service-connected injury or illness. 
The SC Veterans' Trust Fund - This Trust Fund ensures that your voice is 
heard via supporting Veterans’ programs designed to benefit veterans and 
their families. This Fund complements many State and Federal initiatives. It is 
managed by Veterans for Veterans. 

OUTREACH DATES AND TIMES 

 
Please be aware that our outreach dates and times have changed.   

The correct dates and times are listed below.  

 
 

 

Batesburg/Leesville Outreach – 2nd Friday of the month at the   

Batesburg/Leesville Library from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  

  

  

Cayce/West Columbia Outreach – 2nd Thursday of the month at the 

Cayce/West Columbia Library from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 

  

  

Chapin Outreach – 1st Friday of the month at the Chapin Library 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

  

  

Gaston/Swansea Outreach – 1st Thursday of the month at the Gaston     

Library from 10 a.m. to 12 noon  
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Prints for SalePrints for SalePrints for Sale   

 
We have several copies of the       
Veterans Memorial and Gibson 
Pond  prints for sale in our office.  
The Gibson Pond print is 32x24 
and the Monument print is 24x15.  

Both are suitable for framing.  The cost is $10.00 each.  The  proceeds 
will be placed in our Veteran’s Fund and/or Van Fund. Your donation is  
tax-deductible and a receipt can be provided. Come by the office to have 
a closer look at the prints.  Please stop by our office M-F from 8 to 5 to 
purchase one or more of these beautiful prints! 

Veterans Crisis Line  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Veterans Crisis Line connects          
Veterans in crisis and their families and 
friends with qualified, caring  Department 
of Veterans Affairs responders through a 
confidential toll-free hotline, online chat, 
or text. Veterans and their loved ones can 
call 1-800-273-8255 and press 1, chat 
online, or send a text message to 838255 
to receive confidential support 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  

 

Don’t Forget to turn your 

clocks forward. Daylight 

Savings Time begins on March 

10th.  

 

 

 
 

Appointments are strongly      

encouraged to meet with 

our   

Benefits Counselors.   
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County Council Needs You! 
Veterans are needed to lead 

the Pledge of Allegiance at 

County Council meetings on 

the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 

the month. County Council  

meetings start at 4:30pm, so 

you would need to be  present around 4 to 

4:15pm. Contact the office at 803-785-

8400 if you are interested.  

  

 
 

The van runs on Mondays,    

Wednesdays, and Thursdays,      

taking Veterans to appointments at 

DORN VAMC for their scheduled  

appointments between 9am and 

1pm.  If you can volunteer to drive the DAV van at least 

1 day a month, contact the office at  803-785-8400.   

Looking for Volunteer Van Drivers 

Volunteers neededVolunteers neededVolunteers needed   

 

 
 
 

 

T 
he South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) announced on September 7, 2012, the        
availability of a “VETERAN” designation on driver licenses, identification cards and beginner permits 
for individuals who served honorably in the United States Armed Forces.   

 
The VETERAN designation applies only to individuals who served honorably as members of the United States 
Armed Forces.  To apply, Veterans must present their Form DD214 (Certificate of Release or Discharge from 
Active Duty), which indicates an honorable discharge.  No other proof of service will be accepted.  Military 
dependents, spouses, or civilian employees on military bases are not eligible.  
 
The cost to add VETERAN designation to a driver license, identification card or beginner permit is $1.00.  If a 
customer adds the designation without changing or renewing his license, he will pay only the $1.00 fee.  
However, if the customer conducts another license transaction, he 
will pay  $1.00 plus the required transaction fee.  For example, a    
customer that adds the designation when he renews his 10-year 
driver  license would pay $25.00 plus the $1.00 fee.  A customer who 
changes his address and adds the designation would pay $10.00 plus 
the $1.00 fee.  Each time a  customer changes or renews his            
credential, he must pay an additional $1.00 fee to add the               
designation.   
 
Because state law requires documentation of military service,         
Veterans applying for the designation must visit a DMV office.  To get 
the best service in the shortest amount of time, DMV recommends that customers visit the office on     
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Customers should also remember that the days before and after a 
holiday are extremely busy at DMV.  

New Drivers License Information 

Example of New Designation  

http://en.clipart-fr.com/data/clipart/transports/clipart_transport_527.jpg
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Coming in the Next Issue…Dependent’s Educational and Medical Benefits 

Featured Medal:  Legion of Merit 
 
The Legion of Merit (LOM) is a military award of the United States Armed Forces that is given for exceptionally meritorious conduct 
in the performance of outstanding services and achievements. The decoration is issued both to United States military personnel and 
to military and political figures of foreign government. The Legion of Merit (Commander degree) is one of only two United States 
military decorations to be issued as a neck order (the other being the Medal of Honor) and the only 
United States decoration which may be issued in award degrees (much like an order of chivalry or 
certain Orders of Merit). The Legion of Merit is sixth in the order of precedence of U.S. Military 
awards and is worn after the Defense Superior Service Medal and before the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. In contemporary use in the U.S. Armed Forces, the Legion of Merit is typically awarded to 
Army, Marine Corps, and Air Force general officers and colonels, and Navy and Coast Guard flag 
officers and captains occupying command or very senior staff positions in their respective services. 
It may also be awarded to officers of lesser rank and senior enlisted personnel, but these instances 
are less frequent and circumstances vary by service. As such, the medal can be considered as 
"points" in some enlisted promotion systems, such as the Air Force, where it is counted as seven 

points (out of a possible 25 points for decorations).  

An Act of Congress (Public Law 671—77th Congress, Chapter 508, 2d Session) on July 20, 1942, 
established the Legion of Merit and provided that the medal "shall have suitable appurtenances 
and devices and not more than four degrees, and which the President, under such rules and     

regulations as he shall prescribe, may award to 

(a) personnel of the Armed Forces of the United States and of the Government of the 
Commonwealth Philippines and 
(b) personnel of the armed forces of friendly foreign nations who, since the proclamation 
of an emergency by the President on 1939-09-08, shall have distinguished themselves by 
exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services." 
 

The reverse of the medal has the motto taken from the Great Seal of the United States, "ANNUIT COEPTIS" ("He [God] Has       
Favored Our Undertakings") and the date "MDCCLXXXII" (1782) which is the date of America's first decoration, the Badge of Military 

Merit, now known as the Purple Heart. The ribbon design also follows the pattern of the Purple Heart ribbon. 

Picture of    

Legion of Merit 

Medal and Ribbon 

 

 

For basic information and questions,  
please check out our webpage at  

www.lex-co.sc.gov/departments/DeptRZ/va/Pages/index.aspx 
 

We have also moved the  
Veterans Service Organizations in Lexington County to the webpage. 

 

The VA hospital is offering flu shots  
 

 

Seasonal flu shots are now available for all registered and enrolled Veterans. 
 

Veterans can receive the flu shot during their regularly scheduled Primary Care or    
Specialty Care appointments or Primary Care Walk-in visits. Walk-ins are accepted   

Monday through Friday (except for Federal Holidays) between the hours of 8am to 4pm.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awards_and_decorations_of_the_United_States_military
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neck_order
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_chivalry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Merit_(disambiguation)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awards_and_decorations_of_the_United_States_military#Active_United_States_medals_and_ribbons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defense_Superior_Service_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_officers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonel_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_officers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_officers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Seal_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Heart

