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AUGUST DATES FOR  
OUTREACH  PROGRAM   

August 3rd: 9-12 Batesburg-Leesville 
August 10th: 9-12 Chapin 

 
Please call the office to schedule an  

appointment. 
************************************ 
TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 
Lexington Main Office: 785-8400 
From Batesburg/Leesville: 332-8400 
From Chapin:   941-0231 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
AUGUST 1ST  AIR FORCE DAY 
AUGUST 2ND  OPERATION DESERT SHIELD  
    (PERSIAN GULF) BEGAN (1990) 
AUGUST 4TH  US COAST GUARD ESTABLISHED (1790) 
AUGUST 5TH  US ENTERED VIETNAM WAR (1964) 
AUGUST 7TH  PURPLE HEART MEDAL ESTABLISHED (1782) 
    NATIONAL PURPLE HEART DAY 
AUGUST 15TH  V‐J DAY/WORLD WAR II (1945) 
AUGUST 16TH  NARIONAL AIRBORNE DAY 
AUGUST 19TH  NATIONAL AVIATION DAY 

COULD YOU BE ONE OF OUR DRIVERS? 
 
We appreciate the SERVICE provided by our    
current volunteer van drivers. However, due to the 
increasing volume of calls for this service,               
additional drivers are still needed. The Lexington 
County DAV van is transporting an increasing             
number of veterans to Dorn VA hospital each 
month, with our drivers logging over 1,000 miles 
per month. Whether 1 day a week or twice a 
month, all help is greatly appreciated. Please call 

our office at 
785-8400 or 
stop by for an 
application if 
you feel you 
could serve 
our veterans in 
this way. 

 
***PLEASE NOTE*** 

THE LEXINGTON COUNTY DAV VAN WILL NOT BE IN SERVICE ON           
LABOR DAY, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH. THIS IS A HOLIDAY  AND ALL COUNTY 
OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED. 

Veterans Readjustment Counseling 
 

The office would like to welcome Tyrone Hart, a 
counselor with Veterans Readjustment Counseling 
from the Vet Center. He holds meetings in our build-
ing on the following days:  Mondays at 4:00 and 
Tuesdays at 12:00 for the men and 12:00 on the 2nd 
Monday of each month for the women. He will also 
have individual, group, marital and bereavement ses-
sions. His address is Vet Center, 1710 Richland St., 
Suite A, Columbia, SC 29201. He can be reached by 
phone at 803-765-9944 and by fax at 803-799-
6267. 



 

 
VA Headstones & Markers Update 06:  

 
    Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric Shinseki announced 29 JUN that the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) is offering bronze medallions to attach to existing, privately purchased headstones or markers, signifying 
a deceased's status as a Veteran.  "For Veterans not buried in a national or state Veterans cemetery, or those 
without a government grave marker, VA is pleased to offer this option that highlights their service and sacri-
fices for our country," said Secretary Shinseki. The new item can be furnished instead of a traditional govern-
ment headstone or marker for Veterans whose death occurred on or after 1 NOV 90, and whose grave in a pri-
vate cemetery is marked with a privately purchased headstone or marker. Under federal law, eligible Veterans 
buried in a private cemetery are entitled to either a government-furnished grave marker or the new medallion, 
but not both.  Veterans buried in a national or state Veterans cemetery will receive a government headstone or 
marker of the standard design authorized at that cemetery. 
 
     The medallion is available in three sizes: 5 inches, 3 inches and 1 ½ inches in width.  Each bronze medal-
lion features the image of a folded burial flag adorned with laurels and is inscribed with the word "Veteran" at 
the top and the branch of service at the bottom. Next of kin will receive the medallion, along with a kit that 
will allow the family or the staff of a private cemetery to affix the medallion to a headstone, grave marker, 
mausoleum or columbarium niche cover. More information about VA-furnished headstones, markers and me-
dallions can be found at http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmtype.asp.  VA is currently developing an applica-
tion form for ordering the medallion.  Until it is available, applicants may use the form for ordering govern-
ment headstones and markers, VA Form 40-1330.  Instructions on how to apply for a medallion are found on 
the VA Web site at www.cem.va.gov/hm_hm.asp. 
 
     Veterans with a discharge issued under conditions other than dishonorable, their spouses and eligible de-
pendent children can be buried in a VA national cemetery.  Other burial benefits available for all eligible Vet-
erans, regardless of whether they are buried in a national cemetery or a private cemetery, include a burial flag, 
a Presidential Memorial Certificate and a government headstone or grave marker.  The new medallions will be 
available only to Veterans buried in private cemeteries without a government headstone or marker.  Families 
of eligible decedents may also order a memorial headstone or marker when remains are not available for inter-
ment. 
VA operates 131 national cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto Rico and 33 soldiers' lots and monument 
sites.  More than 3 million Americans, including Veterans of every war and conflict -- from the Revolutionary 
War to the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan -- are buried in VA's national cemeteries on more than 
19,000 acres.  Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national cemetery offices, from the VA 
Web site on the Internet at www.cem.va.gov or by calling VA regional offices toll-free at 1(800) 827-1000. 
[Source: VA News Release 29 Jun 2010 ++] 

 
QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

“The bravest are surely those who have the clearest vision of what is before them, glory 
and danger alike, and yet notwithstanding, go out and meet it. “ 

Thucydides, Greek historian 



 

  
Korean War Vet Appreciation Letter 

 
 The Invasion of Inchon, the Pusan Perimeter and the Chosin         
Reservoir are only a few of the fields of battle where Americans placed 
their lives on the line for democracy.  Of nearly 390,000 Americans who 
served there, 36,000 gave their lives.  The war was a military conflict        
between the Republic of South Korea, supported by the United Nations, 
and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, backed by the People’s 
Republic of China and the Soviet Union.  The situation escalated into open 
warfare when North Korean forces invaded South Korea across the border 
between the countries-the 38th parallel-on 25 JUN 50.  An armistice was 
signed on 23 JUL 53, thus ending the first significant armed conflict of the 
Cold War; however, a formal peace agreement never has been signed. 
 
 On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the war, the Republic of 
Korea 60th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration Committee 
has various plans to thank, honor and remember Korean War Veterans and 
their achievements.  One of the projects is to send letters of appreciation 
from the President of the Republic of Korea to as many living Korean War 
Veterans as possible to express tribute and profound gratitude for their   
service and sacrifice that laid the foundations of peace and freedom         
enjoyed today by the people of Korea.  Korean War veterans who want to 
receive the letter should fill out and submit an application form for an       
appreciation letter from the Republic of Korea President.  To obtain forms 
and information on how/where to submit: 
 
 - Complete the PDF form at http://eng.koreanwar60.go.kr/apply.asp 
 - By internet click ‘SUBMIT’ upon completion. 
 - By mail complete and print the Application Form and send to: 
    US Branch ROK 60th AKW Commemoration Committee, 
    2450 Massachusetts Avenue N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008 
 - Direct all questions to:  sweetewe@korea.kr 
 

(Source: Oregon VA News Release 15 Jun 2010) 
 
 
 



 

 



 

  



 

 


