
 

TELEPHONE: (803) 785-8400 

FAX: (803) 785-0115 
 

EDITOR: Debbie Myers 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Veterans Affairs Office 
of Lexington County 

GARY R. BAKER 
DIRECTOR 

 

BARBARA O’CONNOR 
ASST. CSO 

 

JENNIFER HENDRIX 
VETERANS SPECIALIST 

VET NEWS 
      October  2007 

605 WEST MAIN STREET 
SUITE 101 

LEXINGTON, S.C. 29072 

     DATES TO REMEMBER                                                      
Oct. 7th War on Terror Began  
  (2001) 
Oct. 8th Columbus Day  
Oct. 13th Navy Established  (1775)  
Oct. 16th National Boss Day 
Oct. 27th Navy Day 
Oct. 31st Halloween  

 
SAILORS DISMISS SHAD FINDINGS 
 
A Study of the health of some 6,000 sailors exposed 
to chemical and biological weapons 40 years ago 
was incomplete, say the test subjects (taken from arti-
cle by Tim Dyhouse,  VFW Magazine, September 
2007) 
 
 Findings from a four-year study of the health 
effects on sailors participating in chemical and bio-
logical weapons tests in the 1960s and early 1970s 
are flawed, say the surviving test subjects. They be-
lieve the study neglected to survey those sailors who 
were exposed to the highest levels of chemicals. 
 
 The weapons testing, known as Project 
SHAD, or Shipboard Hazard and Defense, included 
more than 6,000 sailors, 17 Navy ships and five 
Army tugs. 
 
 The testing, done between 1962 and 1973,  
evaluated how well sailors could detect and respond 
to chemical or biological attacks. 
 
 Many of the agents used in the testing were 
presumably “innocuous simulants” ...but some tests 
used toxic nerve gases such as sarin and VX, and 
infectious bacteria. Many of the sailors involved in 
the SHAD tests were aware they were participating, 
but some were not.  

 In 2004, the Institute of Medicine began studying the 
medical records of sailors involved in the tests and mailed 
questionnaires to about 5,500 SHAD participants. It compared 
their health to similar sailors who did not participate in the 
SHAD tests. About 61% of SHAD vets and 47% of the con-
trol group veterans responded.  
 “The differences in the rates of medical symptoms 
and conditions experienced by each group were slight for the 
most part, and the study authors found no consistent specific 
patterns of ill health among SHAD veterans”, the report 
stated. 
 SHAD vets, however, reported higher rates of mem-
ory loss, attention problems and neurodegenerative disorders.  
They also reported poorer health at higher rates than sailors 
who did not participate in the tests. Both groups reported 
poorer  health than national norms. 
 Scientists also compared death rates of the two 
groups of veterans. SHAD vets had higher death rates from 
heart disease, according to the findings, but overall mortality 
rates between both groups of veterans were similar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Cancer deaths were higher among SHAD vets who 
were potentially exposed only to trioctyl phosphate-a nontoxic 
simulant for VX used during the test. The survey also showed 
that former Marines had higher mortality rates than their 
former Navy counterparts, “a finding the authors believe 
might warrant further investigation.” Nonetheless, the study, 
funded by VA, found “no clear evidence” of long term health 
effects associated with participation in the tests. In the end, 
the scientists said they could not find medicals links between 
the SHAD vets symptoms and the chemicals or biological 
agents used in the tests. 
 One of the biggest flaws of the study, SHAD vets 
say, is that some 500 sailors who served on the Army tugs and 
received the highest exposure were not included in the find-
ings. 
 “We got as many people on the light tugs as possible 
from the Defense Department,” study director William Page 
told the Navy Times. They didn’t have complete rosters. We 
would have loved to have included the light tug personnel, but 
we just couldn’t find [all of] them.” 
  



 

            GENERAL DAVID PETRAEUS... IN HIS OWN WORDS 



 

***Editor’s Note: As the Holidays approach and many of our soldiers are away 
from their loved ones, there will be opportunities to help make the Holidays brighter 
for them.  
Please contact your  area  chapters of VFW, Blue Star Mothers, American Legion, 
etc...to see how you might participate. These brave ones have done so much for us! 
Let’s show them how much we appreciate their efforts! 



 

Base Named after Soldier with S.C. ties 
Camp Hughie now  located where Bin Laden used to live 

A base named after a soldier with South Carolina ties is located on 
the grounds of what once was Osama bin Laden’s home. Days after 
medic Sgt. Buddy “Doc” Hughie died earlier this year while trying 
to aid two Afghan soldiers, U.S. troops renamed their Jalalabad 
base in the National Guardsman’s memory. 

 “Buddy Hughie was just a genuine good guy,” said Sgt. Brandon 
Greene, a fellow medic and member of the S.C. National Guard’s 
218th Brigade Combat Team. 

 Camp Hughie is part of a military compound on the outskirts of 
this eastern Afghanistan city. An Afghan army complex also is on 
the grounds. Bin Laden first settled here in the mid-1990s, after 
being kicked out of the Sudan. In late 2001, the compound was the 
site of fierce fighting as the Taliban were being driven out of 
power. 

 Hughie, whose widow and 9-month-old son live in Charleston, 
died Feb. 19 in Nuristan Province, near the Pakistan border.  
Hughie, nicknamed “Doc” by his fellow soldiers, left his covered 
position to tend to the two Afghan soldiers. 

 Raised in Oklahoma, Hughie moved to the Charleston area after 
marrying a woman from South Carolina.  Hughie was on his sec-
ond combat tour in Afghanistan, having volunteered to go with the 
1st Battalion, 180th Infantry of the Oklahoma National Guard. 

 Hughie, who planned to be an emergency medical technician, did 
not have to go with the Oklahoma unit. That’s because he had de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2002 with an S.C. National Guard unit. 
Hughie was passionate about his work, friends said. Army medics 
not only care for U.S. personnel, but also tend to Afghan troops, 
civilians and even wounded enemy fighters. 

 “Sergeant Hughie was one of those soldiers that you did not have 
to worry about,” said Lt. Col. Bobby Yandell, commander of 
Hughie’s Oklahoma Guard unit. “He always did the right thing.” 

     Sgt. Buddy James Hughie 

THE JOSHUA L. TORRENCE MEMORIAL FIELD HOUSE 
COMMITTEE                                                              

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
LEXINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE EDUCATIONAL 

FOUNDATION 
PROUDLY PRESENTS A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    A Patriotic Salute To Our Veterans and Fallen Heroes 

 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3rd, 2007 
WHITE KNOLL HIGH SCHOOL                                         

PROGRAM AT 7:00 PM 
DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 PM FOR MILITARY DISPLAY 

VIEWING 
 

♦ MILITARY DISPLAYS 
♦ VISIT WITH MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-

ENTS 
♦ LISTEN TO PATRIOTIC MUSIC BY AREA 

SCHOOL BANDS AND CHOIRS 
♦ NYC FIREFIGHTERS WILL PARTICIPATE 
♦ SILENT AUCTION (PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 

THE JOSHUA L. TORRENCE MEMORIAL 
FIELD HOUSE) 

♦ VETERANS RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 
Tickets are $20 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BE A SPON-
SOR PLEASE CALL: 803 996-4564 or 803-312-

4150  
 

 
 



 

 
 

⇒ 1.If the hired caregiver becomes ill or otherwise unavailable,  what alternate arrangements can be 
made? 

⇒ 2. Are social security, federal and state taxes, and unemployment insurance paid so the family is not 
legally responsible? 

⇒ 3. Do we have verification that the paid caregivers can legally work in the U. S.? 
⇒ 4. If the hired caregiver is injured, who is responsible? (Many homeowner’s insurance policies ex-

clude such injuries via “domestic employee exclusions.”) 
⇒ 5. Are criminal history background checks, state abuse registries checks and prior work reference 

checks completed? 
⇒ 6. Is there bonding and insurance in place that would cover any injury to the client or theft? 
⇒ 7. Assuming family is not available to supervise paid caregivers at all times, will there be documen-

tation that substantiates the completion of services? 
 
This information is taken from the 2007 Adult Caregiving Show Me Guide,a free publica-
tion . A copy of the guide may be obtained by going to the Secure Horizons website 
www.iLiveSecure.com or Right At Home’s website www.rightathome.net. 
 

Seven Important Questions to Ask When Hiring a Paid Caregiver 



 

Some gave all, All gave some 
 The monument was a three-year fund-raising goal and was dedicated on November 11, 2002.  Bricks honoring loved ones, em-
ployees, or friends are available with 14 characters per line for $50 or 28 characters for $100 including punctuation and spaces.   All 
proceeds go to the upkeep of the monument.  Donations are tax deductible.  To reserve a brick, please use this application and send 
with your check to:   
   Monument Fund, Town of Lexington, PO Box 397, Lexington, SC 29071-0397 
 
  Your name __________________________________________ Phone ______________ 
  Address ________________________________________________________________ 
  City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________ 
  Your signature __________________________________________________________ 
  I want _____ 14-character bricks at $50 each  & ______ 28-character bricks at $100 
  
Please print in the blocks below as you want them to appear on the bricks.  To have your bricks placed together, please order them at 
the same time.  Allow 2-3 weeks for your certificate and confirmation.   
We reserve the right to refuse any message deemed inappropriate.  
 
Print the name that should go on the certificate._________________________________________________ 
Please indicate which war so we can place your brick(s) on the proper side. 

World War II: ____ Korea: ____  Vietnam: ____     Homefront ____ 
 
Example: 
 
$50 brick     
 
 
$100 brick 
  
 

P F C  J O H N  J O N E S 

              

              

              

                  Flags 
 
1.  U.S. Merchant Marine 
2.  U.S. Air Force 
3.  U. S. Army 
4.  MIA/POW 
5.  U.S. Flag 
6.  South Carolina 
7.  U.S. Navy 
8.  U.S. Marine Corps 
9.  U.S. Coast Guard 
 

The Lexington County Monument 
                              in honor of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam Veterans 



 

 



 

VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE 
OF LEXINGTON COUNTY 
605 West Main Street, Suite 101 
Lexington, SC 29072 
(803)785-8400 

OCTOBER  OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Oct. 2nd  8-12    Batesburg/Leesville 
Oct. 9th 9-12    Chapin 
Oct. 16th 8-12    Swansea 
Oct. 23rd 9-12    West Columbia 
 
TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Lexington Main Office: 785-8400 
From Batesburg/Leesville: 332-8400 
From Chapin:   941-0231 

NATIONAL GUARD INFORMATION 
 

The National Guard is looking for 
prior service veterans between the ages 
of 17 and 42 who would like to be part of 
the SC National Guard.  Prior service vet-
erans with more than 5 years of service, 
who are older than 42, may also qualify.  
Contact SFC Jimmy Foley, 109-T Old 
Chapin Road, Lexington 29072, (803) 356
-2340. 

PLEASE NOTE THESE DATES: 
 
Our Service Representatives 
will be out of the office on 
October 9th through 12th in 
order to attend a training 
conference. 
 
However, the office will be open from 8 am 
to 5 pm each day and available  for  infor-
mation, van transportation requests and 
emergencies. 
 
The van will be running on its normal 
schedule the Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of that week. 
 
We thank you in advance for your under-
standing. 
 
 

    ***QUOTE OF THE MONTH*** 
 
“Courage is the first of  human quali-
ties because it is the quality  which 
guarantees all others.”  
 
              Winston Churchill 


