
 
  
 

 

Background & Additional Information 

  

 
  
Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full 
weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American 
people. Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has given State and 
local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a 
Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter 
experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task Force and broader 
Administration have worked and will continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and 
private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is 
important to note that at this time, the risk for the average American remains 
low, and all agencies are working aggressively to monitor this continuously 
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the public informed.   
 
 
Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date information and guidance can be 
found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 
2019 website: HERE. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent national 
briefings which can be viewed live: HERE. You are also encouraged to follow HHS, 
CDC, and other agency social media channels for up-to-date information. 

         What You Should Know (here) 
         Travel Information (here) 
         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here) 
         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here) 
         Healthcare Professionals (here) 
         Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here) 
         Resources for Health Departments (here) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-nCoV%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133170957&sdata=JSCPdI4r06OgM7XYsMI2FGexWzOmQLz4Q2QgI9OxA%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Flive%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133170957&sdata=aQNOHVEOLITmZybBZhogTliVMh9xADVG3PzgpxJZ9x8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133180959&sdata=DpRi3j5XSo87l67r1Z07Nzpag5V5Nts%2BnktliSiR8Ww%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133180959&sdata=W9TO7aNtOHuA7ONFV61pV%2FsjvODamqJ%2F%2B43xYvM30oo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133190948&sdata=yakhTtGvVi2DxUj9Voeo90sexm7xEEhDDUEHIfzqlmI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133190948&sdata=sblKpuWo1TkbwZk64MMjjmW%2FiAStp9HkQnKqNY5zLwc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-nCoV%2Fhcp%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133200946&sdata=e3ImiX2ekTpdh%2FToVi3uxq2tWEHEp9OyutTO5%2BjmKcY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fhealthcare-facilities%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133200946&sdata=WGP7CIROdxMVv2FTxK%2B0z5TXwx4OWlHKbHeoSGj7J9A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fphp%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133210940&sdata=19ANd9a2aph9qSKD%2Flbj%2BN%2F%2FKH%2F510A7CLSgv8Qu7Kg%3D&reserved=0


         Laboratories (here) 
         Communication Resources (here) 

  
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency 
information, guidance, and contact information.  
  
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance. 
  

         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (here) 
         U.S. Department of Education (here) 
         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here) 
         U.S. Department of Labor (here) 
         U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)  
         U.S. Department of State (here) 
         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here) 
         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here) 
         U.S. Department of the Interior (here) 
         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)  

  
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our Intergovernmental 
Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As State and local elected officials, they are your 
primary points of contact. 
  

         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 
/ Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov) 

         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email – 
cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)  

         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – 
killionw@state.gov)  

         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-
366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)  

         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – 
susan.falconer@ed.gov)  

         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email 
– Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)  

         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email – 
carter.brittanys@epa.gov)  

         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email – 
ryan.lambert@sba.gov)  

         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - 
lillie.brady@usda.gov)  

  
Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally 
supported. 

         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making information 
and guidance readily available. 

         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information. 
         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State & 

Territorial Health Department Websites can be found here) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-nCoV%2Flab%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133210940&sdata=6i0t1v%2BLpS%2Bb%2FoDm4ZVO4wibCRePgWLizQAN0kS0J%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunication%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133220935&sdata=Qq4TwVHYx8YwUnVgNzC2cZd%2BtqhiMarrmuviOjDIM%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133220935&sdata=4Iwhwv%2FKaEFq%2F%2B09jB3TMPjByYlD1Jlo5f%2F64DG0PFU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fcoronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133230934&sdata=0iYzwELEFoyu%2BuiaDBvXyyD4iL00GBypp1jsTbX4H0U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usda.gov%2Fcoronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133230934&sdata=DsjVJO96hwNXwqxKxJtfZNhfkJNEneOQYBOl3fnPxVQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.osha.gov%2FSLTC%2Fcovid-19%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133240921&sdata=aOkitfcnmCfOyn0f3zph4frzPHy2EkH3gR%2FduqdePE0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhs.gov%2Fpublication%2Fnotices-arrival-restrictions-coronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133240921&sdata=K%2BmjejLg0ZgZihgORT1Y7qUyyrilva4it%2F8SnfxvcaY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftravel.state.gov%2Fcontent%2Ftravel%2Fen%2Ftraveladvisories%2Fea%2Fnovel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133250927&sdata=6m74%2Fe19hJFKNtU1wHlbddb1Amki8lsvyfygzO8i%2FBE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.va.gov%2Fn-coronavirus%2Findex.asp&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133250927&sdata=cMd8Bdaz%2F0gCjC5FfZZz39ecd%2BaGT5HuMVyTzn6trpY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fpesticide-registration%2Flist-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133260912&sdata=iKJCIBKzLagDsPLrIs8Pa6j%2BNX%2B5%2F6B%2FsefPtmqkhTw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doi.gov%2Fmessaging%2Fcoronavirus-updates&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133260912&sdata=gHI1CIMFtHvCN0URCx5RKccqTOpMoQugiU1gTQS9pm0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fmedicare%2Fquality-safety-oversight-general-information%2Fcoronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133270908&sdata=YiRBX2s13eJtZt1Ly7XAJ7nSM3zKhgRXHVPKPCnK7Ko%3D&reserved=0
mailto:darcie.johnston@hhs.gov
mailto:cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:killionw@state.gov
mailto:sean.poole@dot.gov
mailto:susan.falconer@ed.gov
mailto:Thayer.verschoor@va.gov
mailto:carter.brittanys@epa.gov
mailto:ryan.lambert@sba.gov
mailto:lillie.brady@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fpublichealthgateway%2Fhealthdirectories%2Fhealthdepartments.html&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133270908&sdata=kkgRRGFrB%2FsEWZLRizsOZLeAWkMASYbLlDsofL0ENg0%3D&reserved=0


         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies. 
  

 
 

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations actions. 
         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here) 

o   March 6: Video 
o   March 4: Video 
o   March 2: Video 
o   February 29: Video 

         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6) (transcript/video) 

         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline 
CEOs (March 4) (transcript/video) 

         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider 
Executives (March 4) (transcript) 

         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread 
of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here) 

         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable 
Briefing (March 3) (transcript) 

         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) 
(transcript/video) 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Flive%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133280898&sdata=JJItTwRObftNgsVNUXNpG3wXr1a2yaSFt%2F0YwODX5TU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DjT-RHqS40W8&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133280898&sdata=91DRvuc2mBybpfQX3xA%2FkOtqL6g9HvNuphioflYq9Xc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DyrRS0-E9wUc%26t%3D2s&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133290894&sdata=rdRaWkxhLg26pGJ1WFAe4SIHmwNv6L2eVS9hehpsEhw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DxfjXcsQZIrU&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133290894&sdata=tXPLoi14lZg310hOH0%2B0x10hWn2tYfdfxz4HbcKfdTY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DRzRD46SS11c&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133300887&sdata=gNfk9GZpAt9k%2BzREyIKs4J6l7T4enO4iYVuZ75Xi7KM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefings-statements%2Fremarks-president-trump-signing-coronavirus-preparedness-response-supplemental-appropriations-act-2020%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133310888&sdata=isa%2FYI0pgIhhefVl%2FhaM3rzm0XvkSx96MqenpBM7PKM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D59vB37nXjog&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133310888&sdata=l2YUXbqueNPgFH0zfJB%2B0qPqbXu0DW%2FfelIK9PruOAs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefings-statements%2Fremarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-coronavirus-briefing-airline-ceos%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133320880&sdata=RCYJuawsbJgMi0rc7wbCw1yeQjrPipMQ6L%2BKsjtgylw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dze15oHetduI&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133320880&sdata=bn7Eyo91F5ZpJhGijvKABegd1Goz%2BTk699LtFpTZEQc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefings-statements%2Freadout-vice-presidents-meeting-long-term-post-acute-palliative-care-provider-executives%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133330880&sdata=YL1Sd3uqZVChDSHU2wD1QeysWAILDwE66Oi6XTydoSk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fpress-releases%2Fcms-announces-actions-address-spread-coronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133330880&sdata=pbV6T%2FqQdIoa5UnnDTqu20FoESqBeRpRMZi0zCiziYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefings-statements%2Fremarks-president-trump-roundtable-briefing-coronavirus-bethesda-md%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSBishop%40lex-co.com%7C0cde0731216449938a7008d7c9e33ab0%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637199850133340870&sdata=iWZod%2BlxPIsswETvC1aYbvdDrkeqjGi7rbd18biNolA%3D&reserved=0
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