
 
 
 
The following general questions relate to the March 30, 2020 Executive Order 2020-16 issued by 
the Governor of South Carolina and the general responses below are provided as practical 
guidance by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) in consultation with 
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC).  The responses 
below are based on the current situation and are subject to change pursuant to further changes 
in law, regulations, orders, etc.  
 
The Executive Order and others are available here:  
https://governor.sc.gov/executive-branch/executive-orders. 
 
 

1. What has been closed with the newest executive order? 
 
Any public beach access and parking areas and other public facilities associated with the access 
points have been closed. Public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, and boat landings providing 
public access to the public waters of this State, to include any adjacent or associated public 
parking lots or other public facilities, shall be closed to public access for recreational purposes for 
the duration of the State of Emergency. This does not apply to individuals possessing a current, 
valid commercial fishing license or permit to the extent such individuals seek to utilize or rely 
upon public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, or boat landings in connection with commercial 
fishing activities. 
 

2. How long will this executive order last? 
 
This order will last until the current State of Emergency ends, or until otherwise rescinded by the 
Governor.  
 

3. Does that include the landings within SCDNR Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) and 
Heritage Preserve (HP) lands? What about State Lakes? 

 
Yes, this executive order closes landings within all SCDNR WMA and HP lands, as well as on the 
18 state lakes. This does not apply to individuals possessing a current, valid commercial fishing 
license or permit to the extent such individuals seek to utilize or rely upon public piers, docks, 
wharfs, boat ramps, or boat landings in connection with commercial fishing activities. 
 
 



4. Does this order apply to privately-owned ramps?  
 
No, this order does not close privately-owned ramps or docks.   
 

5. Is a private neighborhood dock considered public under this order? 
 
No, this order does not close privately-owned ramps or docks. 
 

6. Can I just buy a commercial fishing licenses so I can fish?  
 
The executive order does not prohibit fishing but it does restrict access to public facilities for 
recreational purposes.  The executive order states that all public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, 
and boat landings providing public access to the public waters of this State, to include any 
adjacent or associated public parking lots or other public facilities, shall be closed to public access 
for recreational purposes for the duration of the State of Emergency.  Anchoring to fish in a boat 
is allowed, subject to the provisions of the Governor’s previous Executive Orders limiting 
congregation to groups of three or less.  Rafting and beaching are prohibited under all 
circumstances. In order to meet the exemption to access a public boat facility or pier, an 
individual must both possess a current, valid commercial fishing license or permit and must seek 
to utilize or rely upon public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, or boat landings in connection with 
commercial fishing activities. 
 

7. I don’t have a boat and only go to the landings to bank fish. Is that still okay?   
 

The executive order does not prohibit fishing but it does restrict access to public facilities for 
recreational purposes.  If it is a public facility, it is closed for recreational purposes.  The executive 
order states that all public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, and boat landings providing public 
access to the public waters of this State, to include any adjacent or associated public parking lots 
or other public facilities, shall be closed to public access for recreational purposes for the duration 
of the State of Emergency.  The prohibition does not apply to individuals possessing a current, 
valid commercial fishing license or permit to the extent such individuals seek to utilize or rely 
upon public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, or boat landings in connection with commercial 
fishing activities. The closure does not affect privately owned facilities. The Governor’s previous 
Executive Orders prohibiting congregation in groups of three or more still applies. 

 
8. I have a boat and I just want to fish. Is that allowed? 

 
The executive order does not prohibit fishing, but it does restrict access to public facilities for 
recreational purposes.  The executive order states that all public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, 
and boat landings providing public access to the public waters of this State, to include any 
adjacent or associated public parking lots or other public facilities, shall be closed to public access 
for recreational purposes for the duration of the State of Emergency.  This does not apply to 
private facilities.  Anchoring to fish in a boat is allowed, subject to the provisions of the Governor’s 



previous Executive Orders enforcing social distancing guidelines.  Rafting and beaching whether 
on a sandbar, lakeshore, riverbank, or island is prohibited.   
 

9. Does this order apply to fishing piers?  
 

The executive order applies to publicly owned or controlled fishing piers.  This does not apply to 
privately owned facilities.  All public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, and boat landings providing 
public access to the public waters of this State, to include any adjacent or associated public 
parking lots or other public facilities, shall be closed to public access for recreational purposes for 
the duration of the State of Emergency.   

 
10. Does this apply to fishing charters?   

 
The executive order does not prohibit fishing but it does restrict access to public facilities for 
recreational purposes.  The prohibition does not apply to individuals possessing a current, valid 
commercial fishing license or permit to the extent such individuals seek to utilize or rely upon 
public piers, docks, wharfs, boat ramps, or boat landings in connection with commercial fishing 
activities. The Governor’s previous Executive Orders enforcing social distancing guidelines still 
apply.  
 

11. Can I put my boat in and stay by the sandbar?  
 
No. Beaching or rafting of boats, whether on a sandbar, lakeshore, riverbank, or island is 
prohibited. Vessels must remain underway at all times unless exigent circumstances exist, or 
unless anchoring to fish. The Governor’s previous Executive Orders enforcing social distancing 
guidelines still apply.   
 
 


